Print Post Approved PP349018/00059 ‘$5.50 


WY 


Peed 
Volume 26 
Number 8 


AUGUST 1998 


EDITOR 
Barry Lloyd, PO Box 3054 
Burnley North, 3121 


NEWS 
Barry Lloyd 


ARTICLES 
Julian Insall, 55 Reed Street, 
Albert Park, 3206 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
Peter Weickhardt, 18 Imperial Avenue, 
Mount Waverley, 3149 


PRODUCTION 
Barry Eadie 


Assistants: John Dare and Sid Brown. 


Please send news, letters and odd spots 
to Barry Lloyd, articles to Julian Insall, 
preservation news to Geoff Peterson 
and photographs to Peter Weickhardt. 


NewsralL thanks the following people 
and organisations who contributed to 
this month’s issue: 

Bayside Trains, S Brown, CMRPS, G 
Elliott, R Gilbert, Hillside Trains, G 
Peterson, M Plummer, P Rickard, SGR, 
SRHC and G White. 


ADVERTISING 
Geoff Peterson 
Phone (03) 9764 5011, Fax (03) 9764 5056 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not 
provided with across-the-counter copies. 
May - April — $62.50 
November - April — $32 
All subscriptions expire with the April 
issue. Write to ARHS Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, GPO Melbourne 3001, for 
subscriptions and details of membership, 
monthly meetings and activities. 
NEwsRAIL is published by the Australian 
Railway Historical Society Victorian 
Division Inc. and details Victorian railway 
happenings and related items. Opinions 
expressed in NEWSRAIL are not necessarily 
those of the ARHS or of its members. 
ISSN 0 310-7477. 

Closing date for News, Articles and 
Photographs: twenty-fourth of each 
month. 


COPYRIGHT 


All material and illustrations in this 

magazine remain the copyright of the 

author and publisher. They may not be 

reproduced wholly or in part without 

the written permission of the author and 
the publisher. 


Fi 


THE MAGAZINE OF THE AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(VICTORIAN DIVISION) 


CONTENTS 


FEATURE ARTICLES 


238 
A TRAIN CONTROLLER’S LIFE 


Suburban train control — safely and on time 


243 


THE MILDURA PADDLESTEAMER CHALLENGE 
J515 and GM36 to Mildura 


PICTORIAL FEATURES 


232 STILL GOING STRONG 
237 MOVING LOCOS ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
249 LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 
259 ACTION ON PRESERVED LINES 


REGULAR FEATURES 


233 GENERAL NEWS 248 OPERATIONS 
253 WORKS 254 PRESERVATION 
255 TAILDISC 


FRONT COVER: NR96-NR60 power off the Moorabool viaduct and commence 
the climb up the grade towards Gheringhap on Sat.28.3.98. The signal they have 
just passed is interesting, being a distant signal with two separate lights. The left 
side is for the broad gauge and the right for the standard gauge. It was set up like 
this so as the driver operates the in-cab DICE signal equipment and there is no 
confusion as to which signal is showing which gauge goes to proceed Steve Munro 


OPPOSITE: Mornington Railway Preservation Society’s K163 steams upgrade 
from Wooralla Drive as it heads a shuttle on the recently re-opened section 
of the Mornington branch. Sun.8.3.98 Stephen Cleverdon 


nnn. — 


NEWSRAIL Azgust 1998 


STILL GOING STRONG 


Above: Still a firm favorite with many railfans, V/Line’s remaining S class fleet await a new dawn at 
Geelong Loco on Mon.1.6.98. Left to right: $307, 301, 306 and 310 Jamie Fisher 


Below: Ballast trains can have interesting combinations of locos. A77-A81-A71 are seen working at 
Glen Waverley on Sat.23.5.98 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


AUGUST 
pis) 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1883: Opening of Scarsdale Junction - 
Scarsdale line. (115) 

Ist, 1978: Closure of Mortlake Junction - 
Mortlake line. (20) 

3rd, 1973: Loco 12NA in service with Puffing 
Billy Preservation Society. (25) 

4th, 1863: Contracts awarded for completion of 
railway to Echuca. (135) 

8th, 1913: Opening of Gheringhap - Maroona 
line. (85) 

15th, 1938: Opening of Yarrawonga - Oaklands 
line. (60) 

18th, 1873: Opening of Violet Town - Benalla 
line. (125) 

20th, 1993: Last Melbourne to Bairnsdale 
passenger train. (5) 

21st, 1983: V/Line name, new livery and logo 
announced. (15) 

21st, 1993: Last Dimboola to Melbourne 
passenger train. (5) 

22nd, 1923: First wig-wag signal installed at 
Amess Street level crossing, North Carlton. 
(75) 

22nd, 1993: Hoy’s Coach line assumed control of 
Melbourne to Shepparton passenger train 
operation. (5) 

26th, 1858: Contract awarded for construction of 
Geelong - Ballarat railway. (140) 

1953: Last year of operation of narrow gauge rail 
services between Upper Ferntree Gully and 
Gembrook. (45) 

1973: Contract let for construction of Museum 
Station as part of Underground Loop work. 
(25) 

1983: Upfield line connected to Underground 
City Loop when Flagstaff station and the 
Northern loop commenced operation. (15) 


SEPTEMBER 
En 
ANNIVERSARIES 

3rd, 1878: Opening of Dunolly - Bealiba line. 
(120) 

3rd, 1883: Opening of Benalla - St James line. 
(115) 

7th, 1958: Coburg line closed after 18 00 on 
Sundays. (40) 

7th, 1958: Centralised Traffic Control introduced 
on East Malvern to Glen Waverley line. 
(4o) 

7th, 1968: Last Morwell - Mirboo North 
railmotor service operated by a 102 hp 
Walker. (30) 

8th, 1983: Superfreighters introduced between 
Melbourne and Sydney. (15) 

12th, 1993: Last Vinelander ran from Mildura. 
(5) 

14th, 1928: Macleod - Mont Park goods line 
electrified. (70) 

14th, 1958: One class suburban travel introduced. 
(40) 

14th, 1988: Closure of line Nowingi - Brunswick 
Plaster Siding. South. (10) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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ALP STATE CONFERENCE 


Transport: Labor’s draft policy calls 
for a massive upgrade and extension of 
suburban train and tram services. 

A Labor government would con- 
sider electrification of the rail line 
from Broadmeadows to Somerton and 
Craigieburn, extending the rail line 
from Upfield to Somerton, extending 
the Epping line to South Morang and 
upgrading the Melton line. 

It would electrify the rail lines from 
St Albans to Sydenham, and Cran- 
bourne to East Cranbourne. 

Labor would consider extending 
tram and light rail services, including 
taking the Bundoora tram to Mill Park, 
the Mont Albert line to Box Hill, the 
East Malvern line to East Malvern 
station, the Footscray line to High- 
point City Shopping Centre, the West 
Maribyrnong line to Avondale Heights 
and the East Burwood line to Knox. 

A review of Victoria’s private bus 
system would consider increased fre- 
quency of services (including at night 
and weekends), allowing local councils 
to run buses and improving bus ter- 
minals. 

Rural bus services would be re- 
viewed where they have replaced for- 
mer passenger train services. 

If there was a demand for the res- 
toration of passenger train services, 
Labor would go into a partnership with 
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a private operator to re-open them. 
But if there were no private operators 
available, a Labor government would 
provide the service. 

The policy appears to hint at fare 
reductions on trains, trams and buses. 

‘A Labor government would encour- 
age frequent usage of the public trans- 
port system by making fares more 
affordable,’ it says. 

Under the policy all relevant public 
transport services would be increased 
and timetables extended for all special 
events being held in Melbourne. 

CityLink would remain but Labor 
would extensively review the contract 
for the construction and operation of 
the privately funded project. 

However, the policy rules out any 
use of tolls to fund new road projects. 
Instead, the Commonwealth would 
be asked to donate more money for 
Victorian roads. 

Labor has ‘recognised’ the Kennett 
Government’s forth-coming privatis- 
ation of the public transport system 
but will ensure ‘an ongoing role’ for 
government in planning, maintaining, 
monitoring and regulating all public 
transport services. (Sunday Herald 
Sun) 


MEMORABILIA AUCTION 


On Saturday 27 June a Railway Mem- 
orabilia Auction was held at Korum- 


P11 arrives at Rockbank on a down Bacchus Marsh pass. on 
Mon.22.6.98 jeff Bounds 
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burra station. The auction was jointly 
sponsored by the South Gippsland 
Railway and the Railfan Shop. Despite 
good weather around only 50 people 
attended. 

Of the 200 lots offered just over 
50% were sold, but this still brought 
in welcome revenue for both groups. 
The SGR earned $450 for the day after 
costs were paid out. Local auctioneer, 
Michael Stevens from Stevens, Egan, 
Johnston and Co Pty Ltd of Leongatha 
did a superb job at his task in a humor- 
ous and involving manner. The spirit 
of the event was great and far from 
daunted, the SGR and The Railfan 
Shop will both look at what needs 
to be considered for the next time 
the auction is held. 


Right on the heels of the auction, a 
members and friends dinner was held 
in the refreshment room at Korum- 
burra. Attended by 60 people the night 
commenced with a Red Hen ride at 
18 00 to Leongatha and return. This 
brought the group to the doors all at 
one time and made ‘signing them in’ 
easier. 

A sumptuous dinner prepared from 
local produce, some grown in mem- 
ber’s gardens such as the pumpkins 
for the soup, which was then cooked 
ona wood fired stove, made the quality 
of the meal first class. 


There was much conversation and 
conviviality and some give aways in the 
form of ‘pick a parcel’ added to the 
fun. The lucky number prize was won 
by Richard Gilbert and now you can 
scrape your boots on this handsomely 
constructed product made from signal 
rodding yokes and a sleeper now 
located at his front door. 

Guest speaker Mark Plummer, 
President of Rails for Trails, spoke on 
his travels around Australia visiting 
tourist railways and on how he sees the 
way in which these heritage groups 
should approach the years ahead. 

The local input to the catering and 
the good attendance saw the SGR earn 
over $1,000 for this event. In all, it was 


a good day for the railway. (RG) 


UPGRADE FOR RAIL 
CROSSINGS 


Moorabool Shire Council is about to 
upgrade most of the approaches to 46 
rail crossings throughout the shire. 

This follows an audit of all rail cros- 
sings in the shire since a fatal accident 
earlier this year at a crossing on Inglis- 
ton Road near Ballan. 


GENERAL NEWS 


Moorabool Council has been told 
flashing lights will be installed at two 
level crossings on the Melbourne to 
Ballarat line — one at Ingliston Road 
and the other at Windle Street in 
Ballan. 

Director, Council Services, Ross 
Goyne said recently a rail safety pro- 
gram worth $5,400 had also been 
approved by the Central Highlands 
Community Road Safety Council with 
a $2,000 contribution from Transport 
Minister Geoff Craige and $200 each 
from three road safety councils based 
in Ballarat, the Wimmera and the 
South West. 

Using a computer data base, the 
council would be able to upgrade cros- 
sings annually as new demands were 
placed on them. 

In the meantime the council, which 
administers 37 rail crossings on the 
Melbourne to Ballarat line and a 
further nine on the Geelong to Balla- 
rat line, is ensuring all the crossing 
approaches meet Australian standards. 

‘When this is done, potentially, we 
can save someone’s life,’ Mr Goyne 
said. (Ballarat Courier) 


INTERESTING AND 
ENCOURAGING 


Within eleven days of the Australian 
Rail Track Corporation coming into 
existence and preparing to lease in- 
terstate corridor standard gauge lines 
within Victoria from the State Govern- 
ment owned Victorian Rail Track 
Corporation, the latter commenced 
inviting expressions of interest for 
concrete sleepering of the standard 
gauge line between Pura Pura and 
Maroona. 

Final date for submissions to Vic- 
Track Access, the trading name of the 
VRT, was 24 July. The re-gauging of 
the track between Gheringhap and 
Maroona without adequate resleeper- 
ing some three years ago resulted in a 
poor quality line unfit for the heavy 
freight and interstate passenger traffic 
operating on this route. 

Hopefully this is the start of the 
revitalisation of this sector, using the 
$5 million stock pile of concrete sleep- 
ers held near Maroona. (SB) 


HISTORIC RAILWAY GONE 
BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 


The end of an era occurred in Buni- 
nyong as an historic section of rail 
reserve linking the township to Ballarat 
was finally closed off to the public. 


Until recently the track, running 
from the Buninyong tennis courts to 
the foothills of Mt Helen, has been 
used as a walking path for railway 
history enthusiasts. 


Access has dwindled since the last 
train ran in 1947 and portions of the 
track were sold off as freehold land. 


Although the track is gone, it may 
not be forgotten, with new moves by 
the Buninyong/Mt Helen Lions Club 
and the Buninyong and District His- 
torical Society. 


The two organisations plan to place 
a memorial to mark the site of the 
line at the Forest Street tennis court 
clubrooms, the former Buninyong 
station. 


A Lions Club spokesman said the 
memorial would consist of train 
wheels placed on three metres of track 
with a plaque explaining the historical 
significance of the line. 


He said the project had been plan- 
ned for more than two years and 
should be completed soon. (Ballarat 
Courter ) 


GREAT SOUTHERN 
RAILWAY PLANS 


On 8 July, John Finnin, GSR’s Chief 
Executive announced that operation 
of the Overland service between Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide is resulting in a 
monthly loss of $200,000 which cannot 
be sustained. Commencing late July a 
new timetable will be introduced limit- 
ing the service to five nights a week. 
However, the train is being refurbished 
at a cost of $1 million, with the work to 
be completed by December. 


First class sitting cars will no longer 
be provided, but a lounge and dining 
car will be available for sleeper passen- 
gers. Seat and floor coverings will be 
renewed, new table inserts in the 
economy sitting cars and a new 
video system will be provided. The 
carriages will receive roof restoration 
and be repainted. 


The Ghan which presently com- 
mences in Adelaide will be extended 
to commence from Melbourne once a 
week from November. April 1999 will 
see the second of the weekly services to 
Alice Springs extended from Adelaide 
to Sydney. 

Improvement in the track from 
Maroona to Gheringhap will con- 
tribute towards a smoother, quicker 
and more viable service provided by 


both the Ghan and the Overland. (SB) 
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CLF7-GM38-CLP8 leave Tatyoon on the up with 9756 Patrick superfreighter on Mon.2.3.98. It is through this section 


that the wooden sleepers were never replaced with concrete so there is a 50 km/h speed restriction for 


all trains for 42 kilometres Graham Withers 
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NEW PASSENGER 
CORPORATIONS 


The State Treasurer and Minister for 
Transport, Alan Stockdale and Robin 
Cooper have jointly announced the 
appointment of chair persons and 
directors to the boards of the five 
new government owned passenger rail 
companies. The appointees will sup- 
plement and assist the existing man- 
agement teams and bring additional 
executive expertise and know-how 
during a period of change. 

Mr Cooper also announced that Mr 
John Taylor, currently the general 
manager of Melbourne Airport, will 
fill the newly-created government 
position of Franchise Director for 
transport services. Mr Taylor will be 
responsible for managing and moni- 
toring Government contracts with 
private sector train and tram operators, 
ensuring that they comply with strin- 
gent service standards. 

The new board members are: 
Hillside Trains: Chairperson — Robin 
Clements, Directors — John Astbury, 
Barry Capp; Bayside Trains: Chairper- 
son — Chris Nixon, Directors — David 
Karpin, Patrice Marriott; Swanston 
Trams: Chairperson — Alan Castleman, 
Directors — Laurie Wilson, Lindsay 


. 


Maxsted; Yarra Trams: Chairperson — 
Clive Hall, Directors — Ted Woodley, 
Stella Axarlis; V/Line Passenger: Chair- 
person — Gordon McKern, Directors 
— Brenda Shanahan, Colin Squires. 


(SB) 


FLEMINGTON RACE 
TRAINS 


Hillside Trains have been given the 
responsibility for the operation of 
trains to Flemington Racecourse and 
the Showgrounds. The two kilometre 
track from Newmarket is now part 
of the Hillside Train network, and 
available also for the stabling of trains 
between the morning and evening 


peaks. (SB) 


NOSTALGIA 


The major rail sidings at Flinders 
Street yard were in use for 132 years. 
Construction began in 1866, cost 
£100,000 and the last train rolled out 
at 06 31 on 16 March 1998 to Greens- 
borough. (SB) 


COMENG CAB 
IMPROVEMENTS 


As part of a Comeng train upgrade 
program, improvements are being 


made to the drivers’ cabins. Removal 
of the wall behind the driver will give a 
more open area, and increased sound 
deadening material will make cabs 
quieter. 

Other works include new electric 
windscreen wipers, new digital/ana- 
logue speedometer, improvement to 
the master controller and new train 
line park brakes which will enable the 
driver to apply and release the park 
brakes on the whole train from one 
cab. 

The work is being performed by 
Clyde Engineering at Somerton. (SB) 


PREMIUM STATUS 


Moorabbin station has been officially 
launched as a Premium Station after a 
$310,000 upgrade. It is the first of 10 
stations to be upgraded in Phase 2 of a 
$55 million premium stations program 
to upgrade customer facilities across 
the metropolitan system. 

Phase 1 started in 1995 and saw 51 of 
Melbournes busiest stations become 
Premium. The other nine stations 
which will be upgraded by mid 1999 at 
a total cost of $5 million are Laverton, 
Glenroy, Gowrie, Epping, Preston, 
Clayton, Berwick, Cranbourne and 
Bentleigh. (SB) 


BAYSWATER TRAIN 
MAINTENANCE AND 
STABLING YARDS 


Introduction: The completion of the 
new Bayswater train maintenance and 
train stabling facility provides Hillside 
Trains with a state-of- the-art, purpose- 
built complex for the 21st century. 
This complex, together with the site 
at Westall, is part of the Jolimont 
Rationalisation Project to facilitate the 
building of Federation Square. 

The hours of operation will be be- 
tween 07 00 and 23 00 with a 24 hour 
field repair availability. 


Location: The location of the complex 
is between Mountain Highway and 
Scoresby Road, alongside the Mel- 
bourne-Belgrave railway line at Bays- 
water rail station. (Melway map 64, 
Ref. G4). 

Motor vehicle access for the delivery 
of train maintenance components and 
equipment is from the Mountain High- 
way entrance using access road one to 
the maintenance building. This road is 
also the shared entrance to the V/Line 
Fast Track Freight Depot. 

Pedestrian entry for authorised 
employees is at the down end of Bays- 
water rail station through a security 
gate. 


Complex layout: The complex has five 
roads for train maintenance and train 
presentation requirements. 

Train access to the facility is from 
the down end approach line feeding 
into the maintenance building and the 
siding roads. 

All trains enter the complex via a set 
of points over the Mountain Highway 
level crossing prior to Bayswater rail 
station. 

Two roads in a north-south con- 
figuration access the two maintenance 
building roads. 

The roads are identified from: the 
down end: 3 North, 4 North, 3, 4, 5, 6 
and 7 roads. 

All rail tracks within the complex are 
wired with 1500 volt overhead power 
for electric train operation. 

Walk paths are provided for both 
pedestrian and pedestrian trucks to 
work place locations and are defined 
with yellow painted lines on each side 
of the pathway. 

The area is surrounded by security 
fencing topped with razor ribbon wire 
and supported with closed circuit sur- 
veillance cameras placed in strategic 
positions within the stabling sidings. 
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Maintenance building: Bayswater has 

two repair roads within the mainten- 

ance building which are: 

= Elevated repair road — 3 Road within 
the maintenance building, and 

= Lift/Drop pit repair road — 4 Road 
within the maintenance building. 


Motorised doors are located at each 
end of the maintenance building and 
open as a train is to enter this area. An 
audible sound and flashing lights 
warning systems then alert people 
within the maintenance building of 
train movements arriving and/or 
departing repair road work station 
areas. 

Main work stations on these repair 
roads are: 

3 Road — Overhead suspended plat- 
form and overhead cranes for work 
on train carriage airconditioning 
units, pantographs and carriage roof 
work requirements. 

4 Road — Bogie drop pit and jacking 
station area for bogie and traction 
motor removal and replacement. 


Underframe and lowerable rail work 
stations allow for forklift access to 
underframe components of trains. 

Other areas of the maintenance 
building consist of: 
= Supervisor’s office. 
= Stores: train components, storage 

areas: machinery plant, specialised 

equipment and hazardous material. 
= Meal room. 


= Toilet facilities: Special needs 
groups, male, shower and locker 
room and female facilities. 

= Workshop: Mechanical, electrical. 

= Zoned areas for the operation of 
overhead cranes: 15 tonne crane, 2 
tonne crane, 2 tonne telescopic 
crane. 

= Battery charging area. 


Work undertaken: 

= Inspection and servicing of carriage 
roof mounted equipment, exterior 
body and underframe. 

= Replacement of components such as 
pantographs, airconditioning units, 
compressors, slip/slide units, desti- 
nation indicator/headboards and 
main equipment cases. 

= Scheduled exams. 

= Traction motor inspection/ 
replacement. 

= Coupler inspection/replacement. 

= Motor alternator inspection/ 
replacement. 

= Bogie frame inspection/ 
replacement. 

& Wheel set inspection/replacement. 


Within the stabling roads: 

= Minor out-of-course repairs and 
minor component exchanges. 

= Un-scheduled minor field repair 
work and equipment inspection. 

= Train examination and testing of 
underframe equipment and brake 
blocking requirements. 


LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Those of you watching page three 
during the last few months will 
have noticed some changes in the 
Editorial Team. 

By the time you read this, the 
new team members will be mostly 
settled in to their new roles and the 
magazine will start to reflect the 
efforts of all members of the Edi- 
torial Team. It must be borne in 
mind by all that the team is made 
up of volunteers, all of whom have 
personal and work commitments as 
well as their involvement with the 
magazine. We have been looking 
at the various processes that are 
necessary to produce a top quality 
magazine with reliable and relevant 
information which is delivered on 
time each month. 

Over the next few months we will 
talk more about the ways in which 
our readers can assist with this 


work. You will see on page three of 
this issue some changes regarding 
where information is to be sent. As 
Editor, I will be collating all news 
items, sightings and other material 
received each month and where 
necessary involving the appropriate 
team member in the preparation 
process. I encourage you to make a 
contribution, no matter how small. 
From now on we will be acknowl- 
edging all contributions both by 
mail and by placing your initials 
at the end of items printed. 


In the meantime we hope you 
will gain further enjoyment from 
reading NEWSRAIL. I am happy to 
receive any feedback from readers 
by mail to PO Box 3054, Burnley 
North, Victoria 3121. 


Talk to you again soon, 
Barry Lloyd 
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Above: Western Australian H class 3 and 5 are seen in the 
SCT Yard at Kewdale in November 1997. One has since gone 
to Adelaide and another to Melbourne for pilot duties 


Below: The EL class of South Australia have been retired from 
service of late and here we see ND2 arriving at Port Augusta 
with NR56 hauling ELs 53-61-54-58-56-51 on their way to Perth 
for storage. Fri.10.7.98 Both photos Michael Bray 


MovinG Locos 
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Behind the scenes and sitting in an airconditioned and sound proofed room, a young Doug McLean controls 
and records the movements of trains so they reach their destination safely and on time. Circa 1965 


Photo courtesy of Train Hobby collection 


A TRAIN CONTROLLER'S LIFE 


I. those days Newport Yard was a 
very busy place with large quantities of 
petrol and fuel oil (for both oil burning 
steam locomotives and diesel electric 
locomotives) being handled. Each 
night there were departures to Ben- 
digo, Seymour and Geelong. The 
direct Tottenham - Brooklyn loop line 


During April 1961 I was 
selected for training as a 
Suburban Train Controller to 
allow other Train Controllers 
to be trained for operating 
the Standard Gauge line to 
Albury then under 


construction 


the goods lines to dual gauge. During 
the time of these works it was neces- 
sary during the day for wagon rakes 
from Tottenham Yard to Newport 
Yard and vice versa to be routed from 
Newport to South Kensington via the 
suburban lines to West Footscray, then 
goods lines to Tottenham Yard. It 


(now dual gauge) was not opened until 
March 1965, whilst the section from 
Newport to Brooklyn was still single 
line with Thomas’ mill being a tablet 
station where trains could not cross. 
In order to operate the pilot service from Newport Yard each 
morning there were light engine movements from North 
Melbourne Loco (later South Dynon Loco) to Newport Yard 
and Williamstown. The locos provided were W class (diesel- 
hydraulic) and A? class steam locos (with shunter’s foot- 
boards). The W class were a real problem with their irregular 
performance. The first Y class diesel-electric locos did not 
arrive until September 1961. 

During the time that I was a Suburban Train Controller 
there were many days when the goods lines between South 
Dynon Junction and West Footscray were unavailable due to 
track work being done in connection with the conversion of 


The Late Doug McLean 


should be pointed out that at that time 
it was only double line from South 
Kensington to Footscray, resulting in 
cross moves at Footscray if you did 

* not watch the graph closely. The only 
other way for the switch to be worked to either Tottenham 
Yard or Newport Yard was via Brooklyn and Sunshine but 
the line between Newport and Brooklyn was single line with 
sidings receiving live-stock loading. 

Each morning there was a 5.45 am light engine to Williams- 
town for pilot duties. In 1961, Y108 (steam) was regularly used 
on this task. 

Regular suburban goods services operated from Totten- 
ham Yard to Glenroy (bulk wheat) and Bacchus Marsh 
(empty wagons for brown coal traffic), plus numerous loads 
of empty GY wagons to Seymour and Bendigo. There were 
also rakes of empty live-stock trains from Brooklyn to the 


country. The 8.45 am Glenroy goods was regularly operated 
by a B class loco. The goods sidings at West Footscray, Sun- 
shine including McKay Massey Harris siding, Albion, Ardeer 
and Deer Park were served by Tottenham Yard pilots. The 
opening of the Tottenham Yard - Brooklyn direct line in 
March 1965 saw the closure of the major functions of New- 
port Yard and the complete re-organisation of the Tottenham 
Yard activities. Trains that had previously originated at 
Newport were altered to originate at Tottenham Yard and 
the yard pilot activities transferred to Tottenham Yard. 

On the Broadmeadows line suburban goods trains 
operated from Melbourne Yard to Essendon being extended 
to Broadmeadows/Broadstore as required for either inwards 
and outwards loading. In those days there was double line 
block signalling between Essendon and Broadmeadows and 
it was a real problem to suburban train controllers when 
either the up Spirit of Progress or the Daylight Express passed 
Broadmeadows later than the scheduled time and they 
followed a suburban electric. This was made worse as these 
expresses ran at 95 km/h as far as Pascoe Vale. 

The Ford Motor Co opened their Broadmeadows 
(Upfield) plant in 1959. During the time of construction of 
the standard gauge line through Somerton, the Upfield 
Goods was altered to run via Coburg and I can remember the 
difficulties the night shift suburban train controller experien- 
ced when there was a sleep-in on the Fawkner line and the 
first down was delayed with the Upfield goods one section 
behind, with the first up on the other side of the sleep in. 
When the Ford plant was first opened a fleet of KF wagons 
(I wagons with the doors removed) were used. The goods left 
Geelong at midnight and during the time of the works at 
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Somerton formed the Upfield goods from the Melbourne 
Yard. When the Ford Co’s Broadmeadows plant opened 
there were only two suburban trains to Upfield, one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon (at the start or end of 
shift). There were additional services operated to Upfield on 
Saturdays when overtime was being worked at the Ford Co. 
When the work was completed at Somerton the Upfield 
goods commenced to operate via Somerton. Regular subur- 
ban services to Gowrie did not commence until 17 May, 1965. 

To serve sidings on the Coburg line a goods train departed 
Melbourne Yard at 5.15 am to shunt from Jewell to Coburg. 
Jewell, Moreland and Coburg were opened for business 
(goods). Batman was served by a switch trip from Coburg. 
The Fitzroy line was served by a goods that departed Mel- 
bourne Yard at 8.50 am Monday to Friday shunting at North 
Fitzroy. Two days a week it returned to North Fitzroy before 
operating to Bell, Reservoir and Thomastown. This service 
was regularly operated by a B class loco. B class locos were not 
permitted to operate between Rushall and Merri. 

The Fairfield - Eltham line was a real headache. Up to three 
trains a day (weekdays) served the APM mill at Fairfield. Six 
days a week the 4.15 am Fairfield goods left Melbourne Yard 
with a load of brown-coal for the APM mill with an L class 
loco up front. A lot of drivers would give a friendly toot as 
they passed the old VR head office. In winter time with frosty 
weather one prayed that the signalman at Clifton Hill A box 
had reported for duty as it was necessary for trains with a full 
load to have a clear run through Clifton Hill. I can recall one 
morning the goods stalling and the problems caused by the 
use of the transition coupling on the following suburban 
(Tait) train to assist the goods. The 9.20 am goods operated 


EEE 
A morning Coburg goods being double-headed by a J and an A? drift past the Arden Street signal box and gates 
towards Royal Park. Circa 1956 N W De Pomeroy collection 
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to Fairfield five days a week and was ex Tottenham Yard to 
Heidelberg, Mont Park and Eltham on alternate days during 
the week. The Eltham service was a real headache beyond 
Macleod as it was single line with Greensborough being the 
crossing station with only one platform facility. Fortunately 
the service was regularly operated by L class locos and they 
seemed to relish the grades on the trip to Eltham. On about 
three or four days a week (depending on APM’s require- 
ments) the up Bacchus Marsh goods operated through to 
Fairfield hauled by a B class locomotive. On one occasion an 
S class loco was used. This train regularly waited in the old 
No. 8 platform at Spencer Street, now platform 10, until the 
9.20 am goods was clear at Fairfield. It was a real sight to see 
and hear the B class lifting a 
full load of brown coal from 
a stand at Spencer Street. A 
goods train regularly operated 
to Fairfield on Saturday even- 
ing departing Melbourne 
Yard at 7.00 pm. 

This train was operated by 
two T class locos and returned 
to Melbourne Yard about 
midnight to form the 4.00 am 
Bacchus Marsh goods the 
following Monday morning. 
There was also a 12.05 am Vic- 
toria Park goods on weekday 
mornings. Goods traffic to 
Fairfield ceased in April 1994 
(refer NEwsralL November 
1994) when the plant at Fair- 
field was converted to burn 
natural gas instead of brown 
coal. 

On the Burnley group of 
lines the first goods train was 
the 12.45 am Burnley that 
conveyed loading to Burnley. 
This was followed by the 2.40 
am Lilydale goods that ope- 
rated Tuesday to Friday inclu- 
sive. This was the ‘paper’ train 
for stations Ringwood East to 
Lilydale inclusive. On Mon- 
day and Saturday the news- 
papers were conveyed by a 
parcel coach that was sched- 
uled to run. The goods was 
regularly operated by two E 
class locos that sat off at Lilydale all day until they returned 
running the 8.40 pm up goods from Lilydale. Steam locos still 
operated the Healesville and Warburton goods and they also 
shunted at the un-wired Cave Hill siding on the up side of 
Lilydale. In addition there was a 9.30 am departure that served 
stations (depending on the day of the week) from Camber- 
well to Mooroolbark, Bayswater and Upper Fern Tree Gully. 
From memory the 9.30 am operated to Lilydale with an E class 
on Mondays to provide a loco to operate the 8.40 pm up 
goods that day. 

The 9.30 am was often operated by an L class, but there was 
one occasion when there was an E class on the train and an R 
class loco was used as a banker to Box Hill due to the amount 
of loading offering. Box Hill in those days was vastly different 
to what it is now. There were interlocking gates (two pairs) 
at the now removed Station Street level crossing along with a 
briquette depot. To serve Hawthorn, the Darling goods 
operated after dividing in Flinders Street Yard, and then 
operating to Darling. On the Ringwood line there were 


Y108 on a local pilot from Williamstown trundles 
down the single line between Thomas’ mill and 
Brooklyn. Circa 1959 N W De Pomeroy collection 


goods sidings at Hawthorn, Surrey Hills, Box Hill, Blackburn, 
Mitcham and Ringwood in addition to Croydon and Moo- 
roolbark, Bayswater and Upper Fern Tree Gully. As stated 
earlier the Darling train departed Melbourne Yard at 9.45 am 
and was a combined Darling - Hawthorn goods. 

The Dandenong line presented problems as there were 
three train loads of empties heading to Yallourn or Morwell 
during daylight hours in addition to suburban electric trains 
and parcel coaches. The 5.00 am Dandenong goods was 
scheduled to shunt at Malvern on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, whilst the train shunted at Toorak on Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Saturday. Access to Malvern goods yard was from 
the Down Caulfield local line, whilst access to the Toorak 
goods yard was from the 
down Caulfield through line. 
This was drummed into you 
as a Suburban Train Control- 
ler (Trainee). I learnt this just 
before I commenced train 
controlling duties as on Satur- 
day 29 April 1961 the 11.00 pm 
up Korumburra goods col- 
lided with the 5.00 am Dande- 
nong goods setting back into 
Toorak good yard. Caulfield 
was used as a marshalling yard 
for loading to the goods 
sidings on the Frankston line. 

Oakleigh was an important 
location on the Dandenong 
line for suburban goods 
trains. In addition to receiving 
briquette and timber loading 
it also generated outwards 
loading. One commodity that 
springs to mind was tobacco 
(cigarettes). There was a rail 
shunting tractor located here. 
The second series Harris 
trains commenced running 
in about September 1961 and 
some of their motor cars 
had their electrical equipment 
tested here. 

The extension of Oakleigh 
electric trains to Dandenong 
during the off-peak presented 
problems with the 5.00 am 
Dandenong goods shunting 
at Clayton. In those days it 
was double line block signalling and the goods siding at Clay- 
ton was on the down line on the up side of Clayton Road level 
crossing and this meant the signalman at Clayton could not 
grant line clear to Huntingdale until the goods had com- 
pleted the shunt and was proceeding towards Springvale. This 
caused delays to the following suburban train. To eliminate 
the cause of the delays the 3.45 am Korumburra goods was 
altered to depart Melbourne Yard at 3.05 am and shunt at 
Clayton without delaying suburban trains. Today the siding 
has been removed. From memory Westall had not reached 
the layout that one sees today. Trailer cars for the first series 
Harris trains were built at the Martin and King plant that was 
situated opposite Westall station with rail access that has now 
been removed. I was taking some photographs at the old 
Richmond station one Saturday afternoon in 1957 when an 
L class loco appeared hauling Harris trailer car 657T on its 
delivery trip from Westall. The train’s consist was L class 
loco, 657T, and Z brakevan. From memory 657T still exists 
as a H type car. 
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The up refuge siding at Springvale was a suburban train 
controller’s dream in case an up Eastern goods performed 
badly between Dandenong and Springvale due to poor 
weather conditions. I cannot remember refuging a down 
goods on the former Springvale cemetery line. Dandenong 
was the terminating point for suburban goods trains and a 
point where loading for stations Dandenong to Caulfield 
(including the Frankston line) was detached, although 
the Eastern line train controllers kept a close watch on any 
late running briquette loading that was likely to miss 
its connection with the Wednesday Frankston line goods 
trains. The installation of three position signalling between 
Oakleigh and Dandenong was a great help in the operation 
of goods trains on this line. 


The Frankston line was also a very interesting line as there 
were goods trains scheduled to Stony Point (Wednesday) 
and Mornington (Friday) in addition to the suburban goods. 
The 5.30 am Seaford goods operated on Wednesdays and was 
operated by two E class locos and had two brakevans in the 
consist departing Melbourne Yard. On arrival at Caulfield 
the train was divided and formed two trains to Seaford. After 
the morning peak hour was over the first train ran to Chelten- 
ham and cleared any spare empties and loading before 
refuging at Mentone to allow the following suburban electric 
train to overtake. The second train followed on later detach- 
ing any loading for Cheltenham at Cheltenham. The same 
thing occurred on the down side of Mordialloc. 


Loading for Frankston was usually conveyed on the Stony 
Point or Mornington goods. From memory these trains were 
operated by T class locos but I can vividly recall being on 
night-shift, and the block recorder at Dudley Street signal 
box (now replaced by West Tower) giving me the loco for the 
5.15 am Mornington goods coming off the pit as N478 that 
was just out of storage at Newport Workshops. On most 
occasions these goods were not back into the Melbourne 
Yard before 8.00 pm. 


On the Sandringham line the goods train service had been 
cut back to terminate at Middle Brighton (Dendy Street). The 
train shunted at Windsor on the way to Middle Brighton. 
The goods service to St. Kilda had ceased many years earlier. 
The goods shunted at Windsor conveying breakfast products 
for Sanitarium Health Foods which had come from their 
factory siding at Warburton. The goods to Middle Brighton 
was regularly operated by E class electric locos and during 
1958-59 steam operated the service on occasions. By old time- 
tables that I have seen it was operated at night after the last 
train ran. 


The Port Melbourne line was very busy with goods trains 
to Port Melbourne for distribution to the wharves and the 
Montague Shipping Shed. There was limited petroleum traf- 
fic from Port Melbourne. In addition paper products from 
APM’s Maryvale plant was despatched to Montague Shipping 
Shed. This was cleared from Maryvale siding by specific 
eastern line trains and detached at Flinders Street Yard for 
clearance by the Port Melbourne goods. There were goods 
trains at 4.10 am and 4.35 am to Port Melbourne. Occasionally 
one would operate light engine to Flinders Street Yard and 
clear loading from Flinders Street Yard. After the morning 
peak-hour the next departure was the 10.45 am (often op- 
erated by a B class nee and 2.00 pm (when required). The 
10.45 am goods often returned with a load of oil tankers 
(loaded) through to Tottenham Yard, whilst the 8.40 p.m. 
Warragul goods operated from Port Melbourne each week 
night with the L class and Warragul crew off the up 
Gippslander. 


Train loads of briquettes were railed seven days a week 
from Yallourn and Morwell Briquette sidings to Spots- 


wood Power House and Paisley SEC briquette siding (now 
ae Also to Dandenong, Caulfield and Melbourne 
ard. 


For the suburban train controller, loads to Spotswood 
Power House were a minor problem compared with loads to 
Paisley (SEC siding) as at that time the Geelong line was 
single track and there were no intermediate sidings beyond 
North Melbourne, that were wired for electric traction, 
except the Spotswood Power House line to side track a 
Paisley bound goods in an emergency. 


To provide train loads of empty I wagons for briquette 
loading in the Yallourn-Morwell area, arrangements were 
made to originate train loads at Spotswood Power House 
and Paisley, and a wide variety of suburban stations such as 
Caulfield and Box Hill in addition to train loads of empty 
I wagons from Seymour and Geelong. All of these workings 
involved the Suburban Train Controller’s activity; also the 
signal boxes and light engine movements in case the L class 
loco was routed into an unwired road. In addition the train 
from Bacchus Marsh to Fairfield, the up goods trains from 
Seymour shunting at Newmarket to detach livestock loading, 
Eastern trains shunting at Oakleigh, Caulfield, and Flinders 
Street Yard were all under the eye of the Suburban Train 
Controller. 


In addition to these goods trains the Suburban Train Con- 
troller’s main worry was the suburban train service. In those 
days (1961) there was 30 Harris trains along with Tait and 
swing door electrics. The first series Harris trains were, at 
that stage no more that 5 years old and overall they seemed to 
do a good job, whilst the Tait and swing door electrics were 
starting to feel their age. 

To ensure a good evening peak-hour it was necessary to 
give close over sight to departures from 2.00 pm onwards. 
Some four car trains were scheduled to attach three cars at 
Flinders Street and then venture to such places as Frankston 
and Hurstbridge and arrive back at Flinders Street from 4.30 
pm onwards. A late arrival back at Flinders Street could really 
start things going bad. 

In addition to that, the evening’s newspaper the Herald 
was carried on specified trains. 

On the Hurstbridge line Train Controllers would graph 
suburban trains each afternoon and at places such as Greens- 
borough (one platform) the question would be which train 
was to be shunted to No. 2 road after platform work was 
completed. I used to get the Platform Supervisor at Princes 
Bridge to observe the type of train each train that was on the 
Heidelberg line, I would check over the line every 15 minutes 
during the peak hour departures and the type of train run- 
ning. The swing door electrics just could not keep time in the 
peak hour due to passengers leaving doors open. The doors 
naturally had to be closed before departure. 

One interesting passenger train that operated was the 
Crib Point ‘Sailors’ Train’. The train consisted mainly of DV 
and BV or PL carriages with a ZP brakevan at each end to 
enable the diesel electric loco to attach to the screw coupled 
cars. 

On occasions instead of running light engine the train ran 
as a goods trains to Bittern, conveying empty gas tankers 
and safety vehicles with a brakevan for loading vehicles with 
gas on Friday afternoon for clearance by special goods on 
Saturday to the Melbourne Yard, then to Geelong and Warr- 
nambool. 

The Navy special operated to Crib Point each Monday 
morning departing Flinders Street as from memory 5.41 am, 
to have the sailors back at the base by 7.30 am. The set of cars 
remained at Crib Point station yard until Friday and the 
locomotive returned light engine to Melbourne. 


For the return journey the locomotive was on most 
occasions aloco and van which was sent to Crib Point, where 
the train was reversed via the triangle to the Naval Base 
platform. Departure from there was at 4.10 pm and arriving 
Flinders Street at 5.58 pm. 

On occasions when sailors were going on leave the train 
was extended to Spencer Street arriving at platform 8 so that 
the sailors could catch the Spirit of Progress that departed at 
6.30 pm and the Overland that headed west at 8.00 pm. The 
carriages were then returned to Flinders Street Yard to form 
Monday morning departure again. 

After 12 months acting in the position, I was asked 
if I would accept a promotion to the position of Train 
Controller Class 2 at Ballarat and Geelong for annual leave 
reliefs. 

I was also destined to be an additional Train Controller at 
Geelong for superphosphate traffic when required. I accepted 
the offer and went relieving at Ballarat in June 1962 and by 
November 1962 was relieving at Geelong where I was to 
spend enjoyable years working and later on as a Senior Train 
Controller at this location. 

In 1961 the suburban area was to become vastly different 
from then until now in 1997. The railway that now terminates 
at Williamstown ran fora further 580 metres to Williamstown 
Pier and from memory about five trains operated each week- 
day to serve workers at the nearby factories. There was 
also a goods yard at Williamstown to serve the wharves. On 
occasions trains such as the 1.10 pm Bendigo goods ran from 
the Williamstown Yard with a train of empty GY wagons. 
Again from memory there was an Oats terminal at Williams- 
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town that resulted in consignments of oats being railed to 
Williamstown for export overseas. 

There was a local service operating from Newport to 
Altona the then terminus of the line. There were I think 
approximately two trains a day that operated from Flinders 
Street through to Altona. 

The Newport Workshops was served by four trains a day 
and the running of these trains was recorded on the ‘Black 
Line’. 

Williamstown trains operated from Flinders Street plat- 
forms 6 and 7 and were usually formed by through trains from 
either Oakleigh/ Dandenong or Mordialloc/Frankston line 
trains. 

The St. Albans service operated from platforms 4 and 5 at 
Flinders Street and was formed by either through trains from 
Glen Waverley or by terminating train from either St. Albans 
or Fawkner. There were certain early morning down trains 
that stopped at the White City platform which was situated 
approximately 400 metres on the down side of Tottenham. 
White City was unusual in that there was only a platform 
situated on the down line. Each afternoon there was a 3.51 pm 
empty cars from Flinders Street Yard to White City that 
formed a 4.20 pm departure and from memory it operated to 
Dandenong. During the 1950s I can recall that there was a 
greyhound racing track located here close to the station and 
I’ve heard that in the past, special electric services operated 
to greyhound meetings at this location. 


NewsrAlL would like to thank Norm De Pomeroy and Andrea West 
for their time and effort in preparing this article for publication. 


Morning operations at Melbourne Passenger Yard as seen through the porthole window of E369. T358 is shown 
being waved back by the shunter to place the van of the Southern Aurora into the standard gauge dock. 


> oo oe ee 
Y , BVAVArAvava? 


Circa 1964 N W De Pomeroy collection 
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PADDLESTEAMER CHALLENGE 


A TOUR OF J515 AND GM36 TO MILDURA 


' he tour was a joint effort organ- 


ised between the Seymour Railway 
Heritage Centre and The Ballarat East 
Railway Complex Committee. The 
proposed itinerary consisted of empty 
cars from Seymour to Spencer Street, 
add extra carriages and depart for 
Ballarat via Bacchus Marsh to Mildura 
and return via North Geelong, then 
empty cars back to Seymour. At Mil- 
dura, over the weekend, various local 
shuttle services operated. Our timetable was S Circular 
97/6105. 

With all the necessary tasks completed, 8390 empty cars at 
Seymour consisted of Mitta Mitta (SRHC support vehicle), 
Melville (power car), Loddon, No.3 Sleeper, Acheron, Carey 
(showercar), Wando, Pekina, SABE, 14BE, 16ABE, 3BCE, 2AE 
and 30AE. They all lined up behind the drawbars of J515 
and GM36, which is well within the capacity of the GM 
which is allowed 1015 tonnes. 

Departure from Seymour was three minutes early at 11 57, 
the only notable highlight to Spencer Street was at Apex 
Quarry junction where our progress was checked by a flag- 
man because of track work. Simultaneously, G543 waited for 
clearance to go into the quarry with the 09 20 (9317) down 
Apex Quarry train. The only other rail activity observed was 
the 12 00 down Albury pass. which passed us near Wandong 
and at the Martin Bright sidings at Somerton where an un- 
identified NR loco was shunting. We arrived into platform 
two at Spencer Street and rolled to a stop at 13 49, six minutes 
late. 

With darkness enveloping Spencer Street, Y161 which is 
one of the pass. yard pilots, began to assemble 8181 special 
train to Mildura. The final consist assembled was J515-GM36- 
WAL951 (West Coast Railway crew car)-30AE-2AE-3BCE- 
16ABE- 14BE-5 ABE-270BZ (WCR)-224BRS (WCR)-Pekina- 
Wando-Carey-Acheron-No 3. Sleeper-Loddon- Melville-Mitta 
Mitta, for a load of 950 tonnes and a length of 381 metres. 

Our departure became a reality after the protracted shunt- 
ing process, only a minute late at 19 01 without the usual 
crowd of railfans loitering about. The usual procession of 
tracks, signals and stations passed by as we threaded our way 
to Sunshine, where we took a left hand turn and paused for a 
minute. In the meantime, I recalled the days in the not too 
distant past when the Adelaide freights crossed over the 
passenger lines to gain access to the main line from Totten- 
ham Yard. I observed A85 and a couple of Y class locos at 
Tottenham Yard. 

At Deer Park West, Sunshine box held us for an un- 
scheduled cross with a late running 8154 empty cars from 
Bacchus Marsh. Due to the cross, our departure was now ten 
minutes late at 19 36, as the crew gradually came to grips with 
the complexities of managing a train of such magnitude with 
diverse loco power. Rockbank and Melton flashed past 
and the eerie depths of Melton Reservoir gave nothing away 
despite the passage of the train’s carriage lights. 


The challenge to proceed further west was given by Parwan 
| Loop, only to stop at the outer home arrival signal at Bacchus 


Peter Foote 


The Seymour Railway 
Heritage Centre members 
: finally took the opportunity to 
- travel to Mildura between 
Friday 19 September and 
Tuesday 23 September 1997 


Marsh. An opposing train, the 19 15 
(8140) up Ballarat Sprinter, was a little 
tardy in finding sanctuary in the plat- 
form track. According to the circular, 
it was a scheduled cross at 19 56 until 
20 O1. 

Finally, we were given the all clear in 
direct contrast to the thick mist and 
heavy drizzle which was now preval- 
ent. At 20 10 we tore down the hill into 
and then through the ‘Marsh’ at such a 
speed that I failed to see the pass. properly as we gathered 
some much needed momentum for the climb up Ingliston 
Bank. Perhaps this was a fortunate occurrence as the momen- 
tum helped to carry us to the chipboard mill which is of 
course situated at the base of the bank proper. From here the 


: J and GM began to flex their muscles for the task, which was 


an arduous one. The train had to drag a trailing load of 950 
tonnes up the 8 kilometre, 1-in-48 incline to Bank Box Loop 
where the terrain flattens out momentarily only to succumb 
to another 6.8 kilometres of 1-in-48 grades to the site of old 
Ingliston station. The tonnage allowed for the GM and the 
identically powered S class loco is 790 tonnes. In the ruling 
grades table, the J is not mentioned, so I put the J con- 
tributing the same as a T or P in multiple with other classes 
at 405 tonnes. 

The visual effect of the J leading the entourage was a sight 
to behold. In the cold night air, the steam from the J con- 
densed into a pillar of white, supported by a dark column of 
black smoke reaching high into the sky, illuminated by the 
constant glow of red from the almost perpetually open fire- 
box door. One unfortunate symptom of this dramatic action 
was that the J must have somehow seeded some clouds as the 
weather returned with a vengeance with torrents of rain. 

The faith placed by the SRHC people in their locomotives 
was well founded, as the locos didn’t flinch despite the now 
atrocious weather conditions. At this point, the loco crews 
must receive special credit for their harmonious handling of 
the locos. No doubt the crews were aided by modern com- 
munication. Another oddity of the two locos is their different 
sounding whistles. If the tones weren’t that compatible, at 
least they were synchronised most of the time. 

I failed to record our time through Bank Box Loop as I 
became fully entranced with the battle up front. The con- 
tinual physical effort required to edge closer to our timetable 
began to take its toll. Ballan was reached in appalling con- 
ditions, 25 minutes late at 21 00. We continued to dip, climb 
and weave towards Ballarat. At Bungaree Loop, we thundered 
through nonstop which differed from our schedule, as we 
were supposed to have 9141 down Merbein superfreighter 
run through us between 20 56 and 21 15. As result we gained 
some time to be now only one minute late. Warrenheip came 
and went in blur as we now plummeted on the now twin 
single lines that straddle Warrenheip Bank into the bowels 
of Ballarat station. Finally at 21 44, two minutes late, we came 
to a stop at platform two. Ballarat is now just a major inter- 
mediate station on the Mildura line, with all trains termin- 
ating here and bus connections to various destinations. 
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Above: J515 returns from the first shuttle 
to Red Cliffs into Mildura. Sat.20.9.97 


Centre: The late arrival into Mildura 
on Saturday saw the service crew hard 
at work on J515 as it rests near the 
turntable before a full day of shuttles 


Below: GM36 idles away quietly between 
shunting moves in the platform at 22 00. 
Sun.21.9.97 A// photos Peter Foote 
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Left: ‘Monday morning under 
the palms’. The train examiner 
is finishing his job as J515 and 
GM36 sit at the head of their 
17 car consist before heading 
home to Seymour Peter Foote 


Below: At 11 42 the special 
is captured leaving Tempy 
Graham Withers 


Left: The sun is starting to cast 
long shadows as J515 and GM36 
tackle the long grade leaving 
Maryborough Graham Withers 


En route, I observed nothing of note in the West.Coast Rail- 
way compound that was the former Ballarat East loco depot. 

At Ballarat, the J was serviced and the fire was badly 
clinkered and almost out. The only other traffic seen at our 
extended stay at Ballarat was the arrival of a Sprinter at 22 03. 
Another distraction was Y156 which tonight was the local 
yard pilot, which didn’t budge a millimetre while we were 
there. Finally, at 23 33, now 73 minutes late and with fresh 
crews, we were Mildura bound again. With the gauntlet now 
thrown down by a green departure signal, the crew resisted 
the challenge to charge into the night behind the powerful 
headlamp of the J. 

Our progress through the outskirts of Ballarat remained 
unhurried as we made our way to the first crossing loop, 
Sulky, arriving at 23 47 (due at 22 33). Here we encountered 
an up grain train, headed by G514-G511. This could have been 
the 9138 up grain we were supposed to meet at Maryborough 
between 23 45 and 00 01. 

The next crossing loop, Tourello which replaced both 
Creswick and Clunes, is empty as we now powered though at 
00 10 (23 58). Tonight Clunes is deathly quiet as it formally 
closed almost 10 years ago, on 26 November 1987. We con- 
tinued to charge off into the night through Talbot, rolling 
over lesser gradients towards Maryborough which is about 
14 kilometres away. 

The imposing dual gauge station of Maryborough greeted 
us at 00 52, 67 minutes late, a gain of six minutes from Ballarat. 
This was the GM’s first visit to Maryborough and the J’s 
second. The J, with R707, hauled an ARHS special to Avoca 
and Ararat in pre-standard gauge days on 22 April 1989. 

An up grain train headed by G515-A79-S301 stood next to 
us shut down. In the recent past the down Vinelander would 
have been close to arriving, due just after 01 00. The lead loco 
crew were seen carrying the ASW portable safeworking 
equipment in a metal suitcase into the signal panel located in 
the station. Because of our late running, the scheduled late 
cross with 9137 became redundant, but we were forced to wait 
for the 9141 down Merbein superfreighter which was due 
at 01 35. Three minutes later, X48-X42-P19-T388 eased 
9141 goods through one of the back tracks with its load 
of containers. Because of our extended stay, a water top up 
was executed for the J from the fire hydrant on the platform, 
which was intended to eliminate our planned water stop at 
St Arnaud. Finally, our departure became a reality at 02 14, 
133 minutes late. 

Dunolly, 23 kilometres distant, is the next major railway 
location of interest. This location of course is a vital cog in the 
Victorian grain network with its silos and the terminus of the 
standard gauge line from Portland. Also it is another railway 
junction, to the wheat belt which is beyond Korong Vale. 
Tonight there was nothing of note except to say incredibly we 
were forced to wait line clear for ten minutes as 9141 was 
still close to us. 

From Dunolly to St Arnaud, the major features of the line 
are Bealiba Bank, Avoca River and Emu Loop in which we 
were forced to wait line clear from 03 15 to 03 20, now 158 
minutes late. Some more solid 1-in-50 grades had to be nego- 
tiated before we arrived at St Arnaud, which appears to boast 
a fairly substantial station. We arrived at 03 44 (01 00), where 
the J did not take on water, but the train took on two passen- 
gers who later said they had been waiting for about three 
hours! Departure was again delayed, departing at 03 54. 

Sutherland Loop superseded St Arnaud as the crossing 
place for the Vinelander, and this morning our arrival was 
recorded at 04 07 where we paused again, this time for four 
minutes for safeworking purposes. Swanwater and Cope 
Cope are the other silos located in this section and were 
devoid of any activity. 
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With the appearance of the silos came much flatter terrain. 
So much so that at upon our eventual arrival at Donald, which 
was 153 minutes late, we could afford to shut down the GM 
loco, which was now dead attached with the crew going to 
rest in the WAL car. 

While at Donald, the J took on more water, which differed 
from our planned sequence of watering stops. Also the last 
of the paying passengers climbed aboard to lift the total to 
102 passengers on a 17 car train. As a result, our time slipped 
further back giving us a 178 minute late departure of 05 17. 
With the equinox due within days, it was now becoming 
close to dawn. In the predawn light, I became enthralled 
by the J being employed solo as it lifted the train to our 
appointed rendezvous at Mildura. 

A combination of possible crew tiredness, unfamiliar track 
and the size of our train (1030 tonnes) inhibited our ability 
to make up any lost time. Gains were accomplished by short- 
ening our water stops at Woomelang and at Ouyen. The 
weather was now cool and overcast, which was a little dis- 
appointing. At least it was not raining. The line now matches 
the countryside very closely as it rises and dips continually 
over many sand ridges. More silos and precious little else 
passes us by as we continued to press on towards Mildura. 

The landscape of the Mallee browns and greys abruptly 
gave way to lush green irrigated hectares as we neared Red 
Cliffs. Groves of oranges which are one of the staple com- 
modities of the district were being ripped up on account of 
cheap overseas imports and replaced with grape vines. 

Arrival at Mildura was at 10 25, 170 minutes late. On the 
platform, the area soon developed into confusion as the 
organisers attempted to gain control. The train passengers 
prepared to disembark and enjoy a late platform breakfast 
while at the same time the locals were clamouring to have a 
chance to ride behind a steam loco. Behind all this, the SRHC 
people were straight away shunting the sleepers into the car- 
tiage shed using the GM. The J went to the loco for some 
urgent attention and servicing including the fire which again 
was almost exhausted. 

The first shuttle for the day, due out at 11 00 to Merbein was 
cancelled due the condition of the J. The engine crew as well 
were exhausted. The rested GM crew took over the controls 
of the J. Coaling and servicing were carried out as expediently 
as possible. I’m not sure about the actual circumstances, but 
apparently there were some rumbling from some of the local 
population about securing a refund. The first shuttle that 
operated for the day travelled to Merbein and back to Mil- 
dura, with the J now tender first. Here another group of 
passengers would join for the jaunt to Red Cliffs, returning 
funnel first. By now the weather was the typical Mildura 
cloudless blue sky. The times of these shuttles I didn’t bother 
to record as the timetable was in tatters. However, there were 
two complete shuttle trips, to both Merbein and Red Cliffs. 

A fresh day brought renewed spirits to face the challenges 
the new day will bring. The first shuttle for the day is the only 
‘must do’ trip, to Yelta, departing near enough on time at 
08 45. I endured hordes of children and grown ups wishing 
to relish the chance to ride behind the J. Since this is the 
SRHC’s main chance of making a profit from this tour, one 
had to be tolerant. Yesterday’s aggregate patronage was 
1,200 passengers. At dusk, the locos were finally turned for 
tomorrow’s journey home. This time, the numbers were in 
the region of 2,500. 

The day of our departure had now arrived. Earlier in the 
morning, the ever busy SRHC people were busy making up 
our train with the GM doing the shunting. At the same time 
the J was again being prepared. From the vantage point of 
the platform where the traditional railfan breakfast was being 
consumed, once could witness the comings and goings in the 
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yard. As a result of yesterday’s two superfreighter departures, 
the remaining freight rollingstock in the yard numbered 
the same as our train in number, that is 17! 

Under a brilliant blue sky, our departure from this ex- 
tremity of V/Line operations became a reality at 09 08, just 
8 minutes late. The] lifted the whole train out of the confines 
of Mildura by itself as we left the warmest latitudes in Vic- 
toria. The twin locos and train became the centre of attraction 
through the suburbs of Mildura. The first silo beyond the 
Mildura area is at Carwarp where I noted G528 on a down 
grain, shunting the silos. I noted our passage through 
Carwarp at 09 39, now 9 minutes late. Ouyen was our next 
major town where we took on water, before departing only 4 
minutes late at 11 04. An up grain stood in the number two 
track with the predictable G class locos with an unidentified 
G further away under the freightgate canopy. The J again 
eased our train from a standing start, past the diverging track 
to Panitya, then up the small incline towards Woomelang. 

Woomelang was reached as the clock ticked over to 12 09, 
17 minutes late. While we were here, some locals were 
allowed to join the train for a trip to Birchip which is over 40 
kilometres away. The building on the original up platform is 
still standing albeit in poor condition. Our departure from 
Woomelang I jotted down as 12 38, 8 minutes late. 

Our arrival at the sizeable town of Birchip with the still 
standing station building I recorded at 13 18, slipping a further 
four minutes behind. Immediately preceding Birchip is a 
rather tight curve of 30 metres which is a little suprising con- 
sidering how flat the country is. Here the seats that are vacated 
by the passengers who joined at Woomelang were taken by 
some Birchipites for the run to Donald. 

The semi arid climate of the northern Mallee region was 
now behind us as the cloud cover gradually thickened, with 
pools of water being present trackside. The wetter climate 
meant local vegetation was substantial. Again the little dots 
on the railway map passed us by, Morton Plains, Watchem, 
Massey (where there was a small rake of grain hoppers), 
Litchfield (where there is a series of sharp 20 and 30 metre 
curves) and Buloke (where the railway crosses the Sunraysia 
Highway) which then leads us to Donald. Our arrival at 
Donald I recorded at 14 15, just 15 minutes late. Again the 
train took on more passengers as they swapped places with 
the people from Birchip for the run to St Arnaud. Here the 
GM was put back on line with the] receiving some emergency 
treatment on a big end that was starting to get warm. We 
departed this once important depot at 14 41, now some 
36 minutes late. 

Now with the familiar roar of the GM back, the J could 
hopefully be nursed all the way back to Seymour. At Suther- 
land Loop, an unscheduled stop occurred while the J’s big 
end was inspected. This loop is located at base of a long 
1-in-50 climb to St Arnaud. This section of track is the most 
severe and includes the ruling grade to Ballarat where an S 
class loco solo is allowed 950 tonnes. The value of the main- 
line diesel now became evident as we clawed our way up to 
the maximum speed of 80 km/h. 

We arrived at St Arnaud at 15 29 (14 47). Short of the station 
is a turntable and its access track which both look in a service- 
able condition. The last of our temporary passengers waited 
as we now attempted to obtain water from the water tower 
which is just before the platform. With this hurriedly com- 
pleted, we moved forward to allow the local passengers to 
disembark, before continuing on our way at 16 03, now 46 
minutes late. It didn’t take long to begin to gallop along at 
a fair rate of knots as we descended St Arnaud bank. The 
impetus was much needed to help us gather some lost 
momentum to help carry us over Bealiba bank. This accom- 
plished, the J and the GM failed to blast Dunolly apart as an 


unexpected cross occurred. G532 on a Mildura line grain train 
waited for us on the dual gauge platform track. With an 
unscheduled delay of two minutes, we departed at 16 55. 
However, the locos had no trouble raising us up the steep 
1-in-50 grade out of Dunolly. 

Maryborough held no terrors for us in the now golden 
glow of the late afternoon sun. The yard was completely 
empty as we arrived at 17 18. A quick inspection of the locos 
allowed us to leave this opulent station before a tour of the 
station’s craft shops was completed. A 17 29 (16 25) departure 
ensured that we were not going to become trapped like 
on the down. Facing another 1-in-48 — 1-in-50 grade from 
another standing start, caused us to struggle to find our top 
speed. We never managed to get a chance to do so as two 
other crosses occurred before Ballarat. The first one at 
Tourello Loop where we crossed A79 on the 9137 down 
gypsum train at 17 47. Then at Sulky Loop a down grain 
waited for us behind G 515 and another G at 18 38. We now 
accepted our fate of arriving over an hour late in Ballarat. The 
‘A’ up home signal displayed low speed warning as we slunk 
into Ballarat at 18 53, 73 minutes late. 

The locos were quickly despatched to go over the pit for 
much needed servicing and inspection. In the meantime, the 
19 15 (8140) up Sprinter departed for Melbourne. Behind plat- 
form two stood G534, with the ASW test car. Apparently, 
following our return on the up, the ASW territory has been 
extended from Maryborough to Donald. 

Our time in Ballarat is less than on the Friday evening 
allowing us to depart at 21 09 which was very close to our 
allocated time and we were now were 76 minutes late. Part of 
the delay is that the second crew were not rostered and as a 
result one had to be procured from somewhere. With two 
fresh crews, the infamous Warrenheip Bank was stormed in 
spectacular style with J throwing cinders high in the sky and 
the GM finding that classic Clyde voice. 

Another delay occurred at Gheringhap. The up home 
arrival signal failed to provide a proceed aspect. This delay 
cost us 28 minutes as we cautiously proceeded past the 
offending signal post with a SRHC person on the ground, to 
make sure the train was complete. I failed to jot down the 
departure time, which perhaps is just as well. 

North Geelong ‘C’ Box saw us pass through at 23 03, now 
2% hours late. Under the Princes Highway at North Geelong 
I managed to see a down standard gauge freight with G519- 
BL33-NR26 up front. Other than a set down for a West Coast 
Railway conductor at Lara, it became a high speed dash to 
Spencer Street to benefit some of the passengers who needed 
to make suburban connections. All to no avail as we arrived at 
Spencer Street platform two at 00 23, 146 minutes late. At our 
almost obligatory stop at the approaches to Spencer Street 
we saw T400 and T396 scurry past with the down 9439 
Lyndhurst/Australian Glass Co block sand/cement train. 

The locos at the platform again quickly detached and took 
off for Dynon for their last running service and examination. 
Exhaustion finally overtook me as I didn’t see any of the 
required shunting to detach the West Coast Railway carriages 
and I just waited for the trip home to Seymour. Finally our 
trusty steeds turned up some time before 02 55, as that 1s 
when we departed with the GM leading. No more railfan 
niceties now, it’s time to go home as quickly as possible. 
I vaguely remember passing through Kilmore East at 03 58, 
with an 04 30 arrival at Seymour, still 159 minutes late. A truly 
herculean tour with special credit being extended to all mem- 
bers of the Seymour Railway Heritage Centre for their utmost 
professionalism in the face of adversity. Lastly a special men- 
tion to engineer Neil Harris who as one of the original 
members who restored J515 realised his dream of returning to 
his home town of Red Cliffs in a steam locomotive. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


WEST - North Geelong - 
Ballarat - Maryborough - 
Cressy - Ararat 


GHERINGHAP: Some interesting 
observations included: 


Sun.17.5: 


Total occupation 10 00 to 17 00, 
Gheringhap - Wingeel. 

NR91-BL35-59 wagons (9827) on 
down at 19 47. 


Mon.18.5: 


NR88-NR27-59 wagons (9714) on up 
at 08 45. 

CLP8-CLF7-31 wagons (9756) on up 
at 09 56. 

NR93-NR59-46 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 41. 

G534-G533-G536-52 wagons (9752) 
on up at 14 03. 

G527-G526-S301-X31-approx. 30 
wagons (9137) on down at 15 05. 

NR79-NR82-49 wagons (9724) on up 
at 15 07. 

G529-CLF7-CLP8-33 wagons (9755) 
on down at 21 36. 

NR80-NR16-9 vehicles (8701) on 
down at 22 02. 


Tues.19.5: 
NR81-45 wagons (9822) on up at 
11 19. 


NR82-NR79-49 wagons — including 
Westrail (S2109? on cab) (9821) on 
down at 11 35. 

X42-G511-G525-S310-X41-56 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 50. 

CLF4-CLF1-62 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 57. 

NR78-NR88-63 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 40. 

G542-G532-G534-40 wagons (9751) 
on down at 21 14. 

Wed.20.5: 

G530-17 wagons (9792) on up at 
00 16. 

G524-G511-40 wagons (9126) on up 
at 07 23. 

NR91-NR13-BL31-71 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 25. 

CLP8-CLP14-18 wagons (9756) on up 
at 10 19. 

NR77-31 wagons (9821) on down at 
11 52. 


G526-G513-45 wagons (9123) on 
down at 18 45. 

CLP14-CLP8-18 wagons (9755) on 
down at 20 24. 


NR81-NR55-73 wagons (9701) on 
down at 21 03. 


Thurs.21.5: 

NR89-NR86-BL29-BL27-approx. 
70 wagons (9702) on up at 08 04. 

CLF4-CLF1-59 wagons (9754) on up 
at 08 47. 

G534-G542-42 wagons (9752) on up 
at 10 50. 

NR97-NR54-48 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 24. 

X31-G526-X41-S310-approx. 50 
wagons (9137) on down at 14 44. 

G527-40 wagons (9123) on down at 
16 20. 

NR84-NR85-NR50-52 wagons (9724) 
on up at 17 22. 

NR79-NR82-70 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 16. 

NR89-NR86-67 wagons (9711) on 
down at 23 56. 


Fri.22.5: 

NR90-NR76-73 wagons (9702) on up 
at 08 21. 

CLP8-CLP14-41 wagons (9756) on up 
at 10 51. 

NR84-NR85-46 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 36. 

NR83-NR24-G522-56 wagons (9822) 
on up at 13 53. 

G513-G511-S301-S300 (WCR)-X42- 
approx. 30 wagons (9137) on 
down at 16 24. 

NR81-NR55-NR106-43 wagons 
(9724) on up at 16 25. 

G516-5 wagons (9123) on down at 
17 56. 

CLF1-CLF4-59 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 32. 

NR78-NR88-BL29-77 wagons (9701) 
on down at 20 18. 

G540-G536-G537-44 wagons (9751) 
on down at 21 13. 


Sat.23.5: 

CLP14-CLP8-41 wagons (9755) on 
down at 02 25. 

NR82-NR79-NR36-70 wagons (9826) 

on up at 08 25. 

NR81-NR55-42 wagons (9821) on 

down at 11 09. 

NR98-NR102-55 wagons (9729) on 

down at 15 19. 

NR93-NR59-45 wagons (9724) on up 

at 16 30. 

NR79-NR82-67 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 20. 

G532-G529-59 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 57. 


Sun.24.5: 

NR78-NR88-57 wagons (9702) on up 
at 07 41. 

NR90-NR76-26 wagons (9724) on up 
at 15 22. 

NR93-8118-8120-32 wagons (9827) on 
down at 19 41. 


Mon.25.5: 

NR87-9 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 22. 

CLF4-CLF1-G530-60 wagons (9754) 
on up at 07 44. 

NR81-NR116-BL32-48 wagons (9714) 
on up at 08 20. 

CLP8-CLP14-27 wagons (9756) on up 
at 09 52. 

NR79-NR82-70 wagons (9822) on up 
at 10 36. 

NR85-NR84-37 wagons (9821) on 
down at 13 48. 

X43-$306-S310-approx. 30 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 44. 

G525-20 wagons (9123) on down at 
16 40. 

G533-G535-18 wagons (9792) on up 
at 22 23. 

Tues.26.5: 

CLP14-CLP8-35 wagons (9755) on 
down at 03 14. 

NR97-NR82-53 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 30. 

G527-45 wagons (9121) on down at 
13 39. 

G516-X31-S301-X42-45 wagons (9137) 
on down at 15 56. 

X38 light engine (0736) on up at 
15 58. 

NR93-NR47-50 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 22. 

G511-14 wagons (9123) on down at 
18 18. 

CLF1-CLF4-62 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 56. 

NR86-NR31-BL31-66 wagons (9701) 
on down at 20 17. 

G540-G534-G535-43 wagons (9751) 
on down at 20 55. 

NR77-9 vehicles (8701) on down at 
21 57. 

Wed.27.5: 

NR80-NR99-G517-67 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 18. 

NR93-NR36-40 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 34. 

CLP14-CLP12-34 wagons (9756) on 
up at 13 28. 

G513-X41-$306-S310-16 wagons 

(9137) on down at 15 00. 
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Above: For a number of years the combination of X and T class were the 
mainstay of steel trains to Long Island. Here we see T371-1374-X53 climbing 
out of Frankston on 9553 on Fri.29.5.98 Michael Bray 


Below: National Rail have converted BL31-BL32 back to broad gauge for the 
steel trains, releasing the X and T class back to V/Line. Here we see X53 
leading BL31-BL32 through Armadale on the first day they worked together. 
Fri.19.6.98 Jeff Bounds 


LonG ISLAND 
STEEL TRAINS 


NR84-NR85-BL29-50 wagons (9724) 
on up at 15 16. 

NR89-NR30-60 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 09. 

G531-16 wagons (9792) on up at 
22 00. 


Thurs.28.5: 

CLF4-CLP11-63 wagons (9754) on up 
at 06 12. 

G516-X42-S301-29 wagons (9138) on 
up at 07 13. 

NR91-NR24-NR102-72 wagons 
(9702) on up at 08 41. 

G541-14 wagons (9124) on up at 
09 09. 

G535-G534-G540-50 wagons (9752) 
on up at 10 37. 

NR82-NR99-36 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 29. 

G516-X42-29 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 45. 

NR90-NR76-NR31-50 wagons (9724) 
on up at 15 28. 

G511-25 wagons (9123) on down at 
17 08. 


NR78-BL35-68 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 33. 

NR79-8 vehicles (8701) on down at 
2155. 

G536-14 wagons (9792) on up at 
23 04. 

Fri.29.5: 

NR88-7 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 40. 

NR89-NR30-NR118-65 wagons 
(9702) on up at 08 00 

NR84-NR85-41 wagons (9822) on up 
at 10 10. 

CLF1-CLP12-39 wagons (9756) on up 
at 11 49. 

NR92-G517-32 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 50. 

G514-X41-42 wagons (9137) on down 
at 14 21. 

NR93-NR36-40 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 28. 

CLF4-CLP11-63 wagons (9753) on 
down at 20 03. 

NR86-NR40-63 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 32. 

G536-G534-42 wagons (9751) on 
down at 21 01. 

NR88-7 vehicles (8701) on down at 
21 56. 

CLP12-CLF1-28 wagons (9755) on 
down at 02 02. 

G530-G539-61 wagons (9754) on up 
at 06 58. 

NR79-7 vehicles (8702) on up at 
07 32. 
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NR78-BL35-68 wagons (9826) on up 
at 08 52. 

103-381 (GN)-2 vehicles (8751) on 
down at 10 58. 

381-103 (GN)-2 vehicles (8752) on 
down at 15 26. 

NR85-25 wagons (9729) on down at 
15 33. 

G537-13 wagons (9792) on up at 
21 02. 


Sun.31.5: 

NR98-NR90-59 wagons (9702) on up 
at 07 50. 

G537-20 wagons (9879) on down at 
15 00 (Albury to Murtoa). 

NR77-25 wagons (9827) on down at 
19 34, 


Mon.1.6: 

CLP14-CLF4-59 wagons (9754) on up 
at 09 08. 

NR97-BL29-48 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 34. 

CLF1-CLP12-20 wagons (9756) on up 
at 11 37. 

NR84-NR91-55 wagons (9822) on up 
at 12 46. 

G531-G528-G535-G534-G536- 
49 wagons (9752) on up at 13 37. 

G526-G525-X31-approx. 30 wagons 
(9137) on down at 15 11. 

NR89-NR83-57 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 45. 

G516-X42-37 wagons (9123) on 
down at 17 34. 

CLP12-CLF1-27 wagons (9755) on 
down at 21 55. 


Tues.2.6: 
G538-14 wagons (9791) on down at 
00 01. 


NR96-NR87-63 wagons (9702) on up 
at 08 12. 

NR89-NR92-35 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 23. 

G531-6 wagons (9747) on down at 
13 13. 

G531 (light engine) on up at 14 05. 

G513-G514-X41-B76 (WCR)-approx. 
30 wagons (9137) on down at 
14 53. 

NR77-NR52-BL28-45 wagons (9724) 
on up at 15 06. 

G527-T409-25 wagons (9123) on 
down at 16 50. 

CLE4-CLP14-59 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 20. 

NR96-NR91-63 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 44. 

G540-G536-G533 (9751) on down at 
20 31. 

NR88-7 vehicles (8701) on down at 


22 O1. 
250, 


Wed.3.6: 

NR83-9 trailers (9715) on down at 
00 35. 

NR98-NR90-59 wagons (9702) on up 
at 07 58. 

NR82-NR97-34 wagons (9822) on up 
at 10 32. 

CLP8-CLP13 (ASR livery)-40 vehicles 
(9756) on up at 11 12. 

NR77-NR52-46 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 36. 

G516-X31-29 wagons (9137) on down 
at 14 52. 

NR85-NR108-35 wagons (9724) on 
up at 15 56. 

G513-15 wagons (9123) on down at 
16 50. 

NR81-BL28-51 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 26. 

G534-16 wagons (9792) on up at 
21 37. 


NR90-7 vehicles (8701) on down at 
22 30. 

CLP13-CLP8-G539-G530-40 wagons 
(9755) on down at 23 36. 


Thurs.4.6: 

NR88-8 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 15. 

NR89-NR92-69 wagons (9702) on up 
at 08 15. 

G536-G533-49 wagons (9752) on up 
at 11 15. 

NR85-NR108-32 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 23. 

G514-X41-29 wagons (9137) on down 
at 14 33. 

NR93-26 wagons (9724) on up at 
15 52. 

G525-20 wagons (9123) on down at 
16 55. 

NR94-NRI18-69 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 55. 


Fri.5.6: 

NR84-NR98-NR55-63 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 16. 

NR93-NR78-45 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 13. 

CLP13-CLP8-39 wagons (9756) on up 
at 13 23. 

G527-G516-approx. 20 wagons (9137) 
on down at 14 50. 

NR81-BL28-49 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 01. 

CLF4-CLP14-62 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 35. 

NR83-NR91-68 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 37. 

G534-G520-G531-42 wagons (9751) 
on down at 21 03. 

NR90-8 vehicles (8701) on down at 
21 56. 
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A81-A73 clear the Melbourne Freightgate beside the new Dockland sports complex on Mon.8.6.98 Michael Bray 


G520-16 wagons (9762) on up at 
23 20. 

G533-12 wagons (9791) on down at 
23 44. 


G525-20 wagons (9122) on up at 
23 49. 

Sat.6.6: 

NR84-NR55-65 wagons (9711) on 
down at 00 20. 

NR81-27 trailers (9715) on down at 
01 00. 

G514-X41-13 wagons (9138) on up at 
01 46. 

NR82-NR86-NR40-64 wagons (9826) 
on up at 08 07. 

G539-G530-61 wagons (9754) on up 
at 09 28. 

NR96-BL28-BL32-C507-C508- 
47 wagons (9821) on down at 
11 25. 

NR77-approx. 20 wagons (9729) on 
down at 15 06. 

G541-G540-G530-62 wagons (9753) 
on down at 22 34. 

Sun.7.6: 

NR94-NR36-50 wagons (9702) on up 
at 07 24. 

NR79-35 wagons (9827) on down at 
10 35. 

NR85-BL33-40 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 31. 

Mon.8.6: 

CLP13-CLP8-41 wagons (9756) on up 
at 08 43. 

NR84-DL50-58 wagons (9714) on up 
at 09 33. 


NR94-NR36-BL35-50 wagons (9821) 
on down at 11 50. 

NR86-NRS51-48 wagons (9822) on up 
at 14 13. 

G531-G520-G534-G537-G538- 
48 wagons (9752) on up at 14 39. 

NR83-DL41-BL29-38 wagons (9724) 
on up at 15 51. 

CLP8-CLP13-41 wagons (9755) on 
down at 20 30. 

Tues.9.6: 

CLP14-CLF4-59 wagons (9754) on up 
at 05 59. 

NR89-NR92-approx. 40 wagons 
(9821) on down at 11 17. 

G524-G513-G514-X42-27 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 54. 

CLF4-32 wagons (9753) on down at 
19 36. 

NR90-8 vehicles (8701) on down at 
22 08. 

G528-G530-19 wagons (9792) on up 
at 23 40. 

Wed.10.6: 

NR94-NR36-BL34-66 wagons (9702) 
on up at 07 56. 

CLP13-CLP8-41 wagons (9756) on up 
at 08 30. 

NR98-BL29-46 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 19. 

NR79-NR30-41 wagons (9822) on up 
at 11 22. 

NR91-NR77-27 wagons (9724) on up 
at 14 12. 

G516-S307-B61 (WCR)-11 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 43. 


NR94-NR36-67 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 04. 

G534-CLP8-CLP13-41 wagons (9755) 
on down at 21 23. 

Thurs.11.6: 

NR79-approx. 20 wagons (9823) on 
down at 04 18. 

CLF1-36 wagons (9754) on up at 
05 42. 

NR90-7 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 14. 

NR78-NR86-DL44-68 wagons (9702) 
on up at 09 07. 

NR77-NR91-42 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 00. 

G533-G520-45 wagons (9752) on up 
at 12 02. 

G513-G525-X42-14 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 20. 

NR78-NR86-71 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 24. 

Fri.12.6: 

G530-G531-approx. 20 wagons (9791) 
on down at 00 52. 

NR89-NR30-DL44-52 wagons (9821) 
on down at 11 15. 

CLP13-CLP4-41 wagons (9756) on up 
at 11 20. 

NR96-NR93-49 wagons (9822) on up 
at 12 23. 

G516-G512-S306-approx. 30 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 58. 

NR98-NR14-37 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 O1. 

CLF1-CLP14-63 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 32. 


NR85-NR115-70 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 09. 

G538-G529-44 wagons (9751) on 
down at 21 19. 

Sat.13.6: 

CLP13-CLF4-41 wagons (9755) on 
down at 01 48. 

NR90-7 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 35. 

NR96-NR113-26 wagons (9821) on 
down at 06 38. 

NR84-NR92-69 wagons (9826) on up 

at 09 13. 

NR98-36 wagons (9729) on down at 

15 09. 

NR84-NR92-35 wagons (9701) on 

down at 20 02. 

Sun.14.6: 

NR82-approx. 30 vehicles (9823) on 

down at 06 31. 

NR91-BL31-34 wagons (9724) on up 

at 19 00. 

NR78-NR99-20 wagons (9827) on 

down at 20 27. 

Mon.15.6: 

NR89-DL44-NR52-53 wagons (9714) 
on up at 08 03. 

CLP8-CLP13-40 wagons (9756) on up 
at 09 42. 

NR83-NR81-BL31-45 wagons (9821) 
on down at 11 08. 

NR84-NR92-BL28-58 wagons (9822) 
on up at 11 10. 

G514-X42-approx. 30 wagons (9137) 
on down at 14 57. 

Tues.16.6: 

CLP13-CLP8-43 wagons (9755) on 
down at 01 23. 


NR88-6 vehicles (8702) on up at 06 32. - 


NR98-NR59-57 wagons (9702) on up 
at 08 19. 

NR82-NR105-DL40-35 wagons 
(9822) on up at 10 52. 

NR84-NR92-DL44-BL33-41 wagons 
(9821) on down at 12 25. 

G511-G515-X41-$310-approx. 20 
wagons (9137) on down at 14 07. 


NR78-31 wagons (9724) on up at 1519. ° 


G512-G516-38 wagons (9123) on 
down at 16 39. 

CLF1-CLP14-63 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 50. 

NR96-NR113-73 wagons (9701) on 
down at 20 16. 

G528-G520-G533-43 wagons (9751) 
on down at 21 12. 

Wed.17.6: 

NR90-7 vehicles (8702) on up at 
06 20. 

NR77-NR91-64 wagons (9702) on up 
at 09 35. 
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NR86-DL40-21 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 17. 

CLP8-CLF6-30 wagons (9756) on up 
at 11 21. 

NR83-NR81-51 wagons (9822) on up 
at 12 52. 

X33-S301-S310-46 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 23. 

NR79-NR93-34 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 12. 

G525-G513-40 wagons (9123) on 
down at 17 14. 

NR77-NR54-65 wagons (9701) on 
down at 19 25. 


Thurs.18.6: 

NR96-NR113-BL31-72 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 18. 

G516-G512-38 wagons (9124) on up 
at 08 39. 

CLP13-CLF4-25 wagons (9756) on up 
at 10 06. 

NR93-NR100-25 wagons (9821) on 
down at 12 O1. 

G533-G520-49 wagons (9752) on up 
at 12 04. 

G512-X41-29 wagons (9137) on down 
at 14 38. 

G515-S307-23 wagons (9123) on 
down at 16 54. 


Fri.19.6: 

G529-G538-8 wagons (9791) on 
down at 00 19. 

CLF4-CLP13-34 wagons (9755) on 
down at 00 49. 

G513-G525-32 wagons (9124) on up 
at 07 44. 

NR77-NR54-DL50-66 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 06. 

NR82-NR52-BL31-53 wagons (9821) 
on down at 11 12. 

CLP8-CLP17-41 wagons, including 
ASR crew car (9756) on up at 
11 16. 

NR86-DL40-BL34-61 wagons (9822) 
on up at 12 19. 

G511-X36-S306-41 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 17. 

NR98-DL44-50 wagons (9724) on up 
at 15 58. 

CLF1-CLF14-61 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 35. 

NR77-NR54-DL50-72 wagons (9701) 
on down at 20 35. 

G535-G541-42 wagons (9751) on 
down at 21 11. 

NR90-7 vehicles (8701) on down at 
2154. 


Sat.20.6: 
CLP17-CLP8-40 wagons, including 
ASR crew car (9755) on down at 


02 30. 
252 | 


NR83-G517-74 wagons (9826) on up 
at 09 30. 

NR78-NR27-38 wagons (9821) on 
down at 11 05. 

CLP13-CLF4-30 wagons (9756) on up 
at 11 07. 

NR98-DL44-41 wagons (9729) on 
down at 15 16. 

NR84-NR93-46 wagons (9724) on up 
at 16 28. 

G528-G539-64 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 44. 

NR88-9 vehicles (8701) on down at 
21 54. 

G540-11 wagons (9792) on up at 
2155. 


METROPOLITAN 


TOTTENHAM B BOX: Sightings 

at train watching night: 16 45 to 

20 50. 

Fri.19.6: 

X42-X47-27 wagons (9352) on up at 
16 51. 

NR91-NR43-8177-63 wagons (9607) 
on down at 16 57. 

G543 (light engine) on up at 17 01. 

NR8-34 wagons (9611) on down at 
17 06. 


CLP17-CLP8-7 wagons (empty flats) 
on down at 17 18. 

NR98-DL44-50 wagons (9724) on up 
at 17 32. 

NRS6 (light engine) on down at 
17 40. 

CLP8-CLP17-7 wagons (empty flats) 
on up at 18 05. 

G533-25 wagons (containers) on up 
at 18 13. 

CLF1-CLP14-61 wagons (9753) on 
down at 18 16. 

XPT on up at 18 34. 

G523-8 wagons (9080) on up at 
18 50. 


T409 (light engine) on down at 
19 08. 

NR77-NR54-DL50-72 wagons (9701) 
on down at 19 14. 

NR4-NR47-56 wagons (9609) on 
down at 19 28. 

T409-4 wagons (9592) on up at 
19 38. 

G535-G541-42 wagons (9751) on 
down at 19 56. 

XPT on down at 20 22. 

NR90-7 vehicles (8701) on down at 
20 38. 

P19-8 wagons (containers) on down 
at 20 47. 
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A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


TENDERS 
= Tender B98015, closed 1 July 


Bayside Trains for the design, supply 
and installation of a continuous AC 
and DC power supply system for 
communication equipment. 


Tender H98062 closed 15 July 
Hillside Trains for the upgrading of 
the Swanston Street toilets and the 
relocation of the first aid room at 
Flinders Street station, a Heritage 
registered building. 


The work includes: 

— demolition, concrete work, 
structural steel work 

— painting, glass and glazing, tiling, 
floor covering 

— Hydraulic, mechanical and fire 
protection services. 

Tender H98094, closed 8 July 

Hillside Trains for the carrying out 

of stage one remedial works on steel 

work supporting the concourse at 

Flinders Street station. 

The work includes: 

— Propping and supporting girders 
from platform one. 

— Demolish concrete slabs above 
girders to gain access. 

— Manufacture of structural steel 
column and bearing plates. 

— Installation of the column in- 
cluding concrete footing. 


— Installation of bearing plates and 
welding of stiffening angles. 

— Installation of concrete slabs and 
restore site to original state. 


Tender 98074, closed 15 July 

For the supply and delivery of elec- 
trical carbon brushes for the traction 
motors of the Hitachi and Comeng 
suburban train fleet for a period of 
12 months. 


Tender B98023, closed 22 July 
Bayside Trains for the design, supply 
and installation of fibre optic cable 
transmission equipment for the 
Melbourne CBD. 

The transmission equipment is to 
provide the interface between in- 
stalled fibre optic cable and the 
PTC’s telecommunications equip- 
ment at various locations in the 
Melbourne CBD. 


Tender B98004, closed 17 July 
Bayside Trains for the brick work 
repairs to the piers/abutments on 
the Flinders Street to Spencer Street 
north old viaduct. 


Tender B98009, closed 10 July 
Bayside Trains for the building 
maintenance services for railway 
complexes in the southern metro- 
politan area. 


Tender B98010, closed 10 July 
Bayside Trains for the building 


maintenance services for railway 


X40 sits in the down platform at Carnegie on Sat.20.6.98 


Jeff Bounds 


. 


station complexes in the western 
metropolitan area. 


Tender VT0017, closed 1 July 
VicTrack Access through Victorian 
Rail Track (VRT) for the transport 
of timber sleepers from country 
loading sites to metropolitan Mel- 
bourne, as may be required during 
the period 1 August 1998 to 30 June 
1999. 


Expression of Interest VT0010 
closed, 24 July 

VicTrack Access for the design and 
construction for concrete sleepering 
of the Pura Pura to Maroona stan- 
dard gauge railway line. 


Registration of Interest B98001 
closed, 5 August 

PTC/Bayside Trains for the funding, 
development and operation of a 
commercial development on ap- 
proximately 4,000 square metres of 
PTC land at Elsternwick (ie. on 
the corner of Glenhuntly Road and 
Horne Street adjacent to Elsternwick 
Railway station. 


Heritage Act 1995 Upfield railway 
line 

An application has been lodged 
with the Executive Director, Heri- 
tage Victoria, under section 67 of 
the Heritage Act to carry out works 
at the Park Street, Brunswick level 
crossing, Barkly Street, Brunswick 
level crossing, Union Street, Bruns- 
wick level crossing, Anstey signal 
box and Albion Street, Anstey level 
crossing. 


NOTICE TO 
CONTRIBUTORS 


Please send: 


e News, letters and odd spots to 
Barry Lloyd, PO Box 3054, 
Burnley North, 3121 


@ Articles to Julian Insall, 55 Reed 


Street, Albert Park, 3206 

© Preservation news to Geoff 
Peterson, 7 Northam Street, 
Glen Waverley, 3150 

e Photographs to Peter 
Weickhardt, 18 Imperial 
Avenue, Mount Waverley, 3149 
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VGR RAILWAY HERITAGE 
WEEKEND 


The Victorian Goldfields Railway 
(CMRPS) ran a successful Railway 
Heritage Weekend over the weekend 
of 11 and 12 July. 


The proposal to have a running day 
for members was initiated in May 1997 
and was such a success that it was 
proposed to organise such an event 
on an annual basis and to extend it 
to include members and enthusiasts. 

The Railway Heritage Weekend 
provided for either a full weekend 
ticket or a daily ticket that allowed 
unlimited travel with facilities for 
photographers to be dropped off and 
picked up at specific photographic 
spots along the line between Maldon 
and Muckleford. 


Some 50 weekend tickets and 190 
Saturday and 45 Sunday tickets were 
sold over and above the normal public 
Sunday operations. 

The weekend featured all the oper- 
ational motive power covering steam 
locos K160 and J549, diesel loco T333 
and railmotor 61RM. The main spec- 
tacular was on Saturday with Sunday 
operation being incorporated with 
the normal public running day. 

The weekend featured single steam 
running with both freight, passenger 
and mixed goods operation, double- 
heading steam including back to back 
on an uphill goods, steam and diesel 
together, diesel branch pass and the 
61RM with a BCPL van on different 
trips. Saturday night provided for 
K160 and J549 on a heavy mixed as a 
night listening operation with a stop 
and run through at Pipeline crossing. 
61RM was used to pick up and drop 
off photographers during the course 
of the weekend. 

The CMRPS were able to relive the 
various operational situations that 
would have occurred on the Maldon 
line and are congratulated for the effort 
that was put in by their members 
to make it a successful weekend. 


LIGHT RAILWAY 
RESEARCH SOCIETY 


One of the more remarkable restor- 
ations of the 1980s was that of the 
ex-Forestry Commission’s geared ‘Cli- 
max’ loco, Builder’s No. 1694. Im- 
ported in 1928 for use on the FCV’s 


News from the preservation SCENE 


Tyers Valley tramway, near Erica, the 
2 ft. 6 in. gauge Climax is one of a 
handful of such locos operable in the 
world today. 


No.1694. was amongst the last 
Climax locos built and 18 June 1998 
marked its 70th birthday. To celebrate 
the occasion, the LRRSA in conjunc- 
tion with PBPS ran a special train from 
Emerald to Cockatoo on Saturday 20 
June 1998. 


The train comprised five canvas 
canopied NQRs and the open-air 
NQR146. Some intense negotiations 
ensued as the recently constructed 
track beyond Lakeside was not for- 
mally re-opened and indeed one part 
was still unballasted before the trip 
received the green light. 


The trip departed Emerald at 10 30 
with a complement of 120 members 
and friends with photostops at 
Nobelius, Lakeside, on the trestle 
bridges and a walk forward at Cocka- 
too Creek Bridge. Lunch was partaken 
at the Cockatoo Community hall with 
reminiscences and presentations prior 
to the return departure at 14 30 ona 
gloomy afternoon. 


The day resulted in a donation of 
over $1150 being made towards the 
continued restoration of Garratt loco 
G42 and purchase of ballast for the 
Gembrook extension. 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND 
RAILWAY’S RAIL TRAIL 
SPECIAL 


The South Gippsland Railway in con- 
junction with Australian Rail to Trails 
arranged a special train on Sunday 
7 June 1998 (Queen’s Birthday long 
weekend) for a combined train and 
bike ride to cover the recently opened 
rail trail between Leongatha station 
and Koonwarra. 


The train departed Nyora at 11 00 
hauled by T342 with 93 members of 
Rail to Trails on a cold and wet day. A 
refreshment stop was held at Korum- 
burra with a cross of the up DERM. 


The train arrived at Leongatha at 
12 30 and with the bikes unloaded the 
group rode the 15 kilometres to Koon- 
warra for afternoon tea. Returning to 
Leongatha the train departed 16 00 to 
arrive at Nyora at 17 30 after an enjoy- 
able, but damp opening of the new 


rail trail. 


SEYMOUR RAILWAY 
HERITAGE CENTRE 


Thurs.4.6 was the tenth anniversary 
of the return to service of locomotive 


J515. SRHC are proposing to celebrate 


the event with a function on Sun. 4.10. 


The mechanical and carriage 
branches recently reported: 


= J515 had a broken lubricator pipe 
repaired and is in perfect running 
order. 

=® GM36 has had minor cab alterations 
to accommodate Victorian ASW 
radio equipment. 


1357 is being prepared for repaint. 


= F202 is currently out of service wait- 
ing fitting of replacement auxiliary 
generator and compressor drive 
belts. 

= MT200 is having rusted panels cut 

out and drag box modifications. 

1BS and LAN2351 vehicles have 

been converted from standard gauge 

to broad gauge. 


Yarra has had the signwriting com- 
pleted with internal repairs and 
adjustments being made. The 
underframe and truss bars have been 
stripped back for undercoating and 
a glossy black topcoat. 


= 14BE has had the  signwriting 
applied and is back in service. 


= 1BS, following the completion of the 
National Rail lease as a radio testing 
vehicle, has had the empty racking, 
special tables and bench work re- 
moved and seats refitted to resume 
its role as a sitting carriage with 
buffet on broad gauge. 

A decision has been made to match 
the external style of the wooden 
body sleeping cars to that of the 
sitting cars. 


NOTHING TO DO ON 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the 
ARHS Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor 
from 8 pm? 


See you there! 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, correspondence and bits and pieces 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Mr Darryl Grant of Deepdene writes: 


I would like to correct a couple of 
errors (before someone else does) in 
my article ‘The Origin of Broad 
Gauge in Australia’ in the January 1998 
NEWSRAIL. 


Firstly, the opening date of the 
Dublin and Kingstown Railway was 
December 1834, as Don Potts stated in 
his article, and not 1835, as I wrote. 
Also, the original recommendation 
for the use of standard gauge in the 
Australian colonies was in a despatch 
from Earl Grey, the British Colonial 
Secretary, in 1848, and not 1846. 


Francis Shields (or Sheilds — there 
seems to be disagreement as to the 
correct spelling) first reported to the 
Sydney Railway Company directors on 
the gauge question in 1849 and actually 
recommended that the company use 
either 5 ft. 3 in. or 5 ft. 6 in. gauge. He 
made his final choice — 5 ft. 3 in. — in 
1850, pointing out that while the stan- 
dard gauge was used in England mainly 
for historical reasons, the Irish gauge 
was the result of a systemic inquiry 
into the subject. It is interesting to 
speculate on what might have resulted 
if 5 ft. 6 in. had been chosen instead. 
Might early Victorian Railways’ locos 
have been built to the same designs as 
those built for India? Could we pos- 
sibly have seen a trade in locos and 
rollingstock between Australia and 
India? 

The fifth line in the seventh para- 
graph of the article was misprinted and 
should have read — ‘in the interim, H C 
Mais, Shields’ assistant, held the posi- 
tion’. Later in his career Mais worked 
for the contractors Cornish and Bruce, 
when they were building the Gisborne 
to Woodend section of the Bendigo 
line and he subsequently became 
engineer and general manager of the 
Melbourne Railway Company. In 1867 
he was appointed engineer-in-chief of 
the South Australian Railways. 


Since writing this article, I have 
found two books which contained 
some additional useful information on 
the origins of the broad gauge in Aus- 
tralia. The Greatest Public Work by 
Robert Lee and Along Parallel Lines 
by John Gunn, some of the above 
being from these books. 


Mr Graham Crichton of Ferntree 
Gully writes: 
During the past twelve months I con- 
tributed to the information in NEews- 
RAIL regarding the death of one the 
Griffiths Bros, together with three 
other people, when their wagonette 
was hit by a train at the Mountain 
Highway level crossing on 6 April 1925. 
Recently, I came across an article 
which I believe is from the Age of 
Wednesday 6 May 1925. I thought that 
the article, which relates to evidence 
given at the inquest into the four 
deaths, is sufficiently interesting to 
perhaps be included in detail in a 
future edition of NEWSRAIL. 


LEVEL-CROSSING PERILS. 
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I grew up in Bayswater in the 1960s 
when it was essentially a country town. 
I can recall a number of accidents at 
the same crossing. I have some slides 
of one particular accident which hap- 
pened at about 08 00 on a frosty and 
sunny Saturday morning of 26 June 
1965. On this particular occasion, a 
driver of a Bayview Quarry semi- 
trailer, loaded with crushed rock from 
the Montrose quarry, ran into the 
leading carriage of an Upper Ferntree 
Gully bound train. The prime mover of 
the truck was pushed into the front of 
electric locomotive L1170 which had 
been shunting the goods yard at 
Bayswater earlier in the morning. The 
slides clearly and rather dramatically 
show the damage to the Tait train, 
and also the L class in the yard. 


I recall at the time that steam loco- 
motive D639 was involved in a railfan 
trip to Healesville and was diverted to 
the accident scene so that it could tow 
the undamaged portion of the Tait 
train back to Ringwood. The timber 
poles holding up the electrical wiring 
were brought down onto the top of 
the Tait train. 


Mr W Andrews of Williamstown 
writes: 


I am writing to thank you for the 
very interesting article about parcels 
coaches. As I am a senior citizen I do 
remember these wonderful cars run- 
ning around the suburban area at all 
times of the day and night. 

On page 176 of the June issue there 
is a picture of 3CM returning from St 
Kilda — the car is actually 10CM — 3CM 
was a Tait type car with a round roof 
and a lookout in the centre of the 
roof. 

Also in the centre pages it states 
2CM at Flemington Racecourse — 2CM 
is a Tait type car (now at Elecrail) so 
this swing door car is 11CM or 12CM 
or 13CM. 

Alan L Bebee states the CM cars 
could run coupled with Tait and swing 
door cars. This is correct as I have 
photos of CM cars coupled to 15AE 
and 38AE and 5G on Hallade track 
recorder test runs. 


There were five Tait type parcels 
vans: 1CM, 2CM, 3CM, 4CM and 5CM. 

Six swing door type parcels vans 
which were converted from ABM 
passenger cars were: 


10CM — 157ABM 
11CM — 162ABM 
12CM — 163ABM 
13CM — 164ABM 


Two cars — 158ABM and 159ABM 
became 15CM and 14CM — they re- 
tained their windows and doors on 
both sides and were classed as spare 
cars — 155ABM was not converted to a 
parcels van, but to work van 70WW 
and later scrapped. 


BRAKES CAUSE HAVOC 


A goods train was a regular on the 
busy Skipton line and was usually 
crewed by a driver, fireman, and guard 
who travelled in a van on the end of 
the train. 


Many years ago one of these trains 
stopped at Pittong to carry out shunt- 
ing moves. 

The train was ready to continue on 
its journey when a ganger in charge of 
repairs approached the guard and 
asked that the train stop about five 
miles down the track so a load of bal- 
last could be unloaded. 

The train stopped where requested 
and the crew sat under a shady tree 
while the truck was emptied. 

When they went to move the train 
it was found the brakes were faulty 
through lack of compressed air from 
the locomotive. It was decided to 
apply the airbrakes by hand. 

An extra crew member, a trainee 
fireman, was on the locomotive ac- 
companied by an instructor. 
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To assist the guard the driver went 
to travel in the guard’s van. While the 
driver-instructor drove, the trainee 
fireman had some first hand experi- 
ence in his task. 


Along the way the guard said to the 
driver “There is a handbrake on a sheep 
truck which should be applied.’ 


‘I could not run fast enough to reach 
it, the driver replied. 


The guard leaped from his van and 
set off for the sheep truck. As he was 
running he failed to spot a large rabbit 
burrow looming up and fell into it 
head first. 


The train couldn’t stop at short 
notice because of a lack of compressed 
air for the brakes. 


When the train finally stopped a taxi 
arrived with a relief crew who were 
unaware of the ‘missing’ guard. 

The train driver instructed the taxi 
driver to head back with him to collect 
the guard. 

The guard was sore, but relieved 
when the taxi found him. (Ballarat 
Courier ) 


CORRECTIONS 


The photo on page 170 was taken by 
J Insall, not by M Bray as printed. 
The photo of X34 on page 220 was 
inadvertently printed in reverse. 
We apologise to those concerned. 


ODD SPOT 
PEACE TRAIN 


Trains in Switzerland will soon 
feature ‘quiet cars’ where the use 
of mobile phones will be pro- 


hibited. 

MP Erwin Jutzet took the com- 
plaints of fed-up passengers to 
the Swiss parliament, which has 
banned phone use on certain 
carriages. 


READER’S QUERY 


Mr Tom Rigg has sent us photographs 
of an old lamp which he has recently 
restored (see opposite). He has no idea 
what it was used for and seeks readers 
help to identify its use. 


T348 sits quietly at Mordialloc waiting for a path back to Melbourne, March 1975 Barry Eadie 
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Above: Sprinter 7011 on the 14 05 (8315) down Seymour pass. races past a failed 13 45 (9318) up 
Apex Quarry train hauled by G524 


Below: Later in the day A81 and X48 on 9352 up Tocumwal superfreighter power past the Apex 
Quarry train, now refuged on the down line with relief engine X31 attached Both photos Peter Foote 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, 
Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always 
interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
postcards, etc. 


WANTED 


The Ararat Railway Centenary Book (1975), in good condition. lan Stanley, 
RMB 348, Beaufort, 3373. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Based on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line 
per month. Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for 
all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


THE GREAT RAILWAY 


SAT. 22 AUGUST 1998 
10 am to 3 pm 


With Bells On 


St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall 


Malvern Road, Gardiner 
(close to the Junction with Burke Road) 


BRANCH LINE 


es nme ese: 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


ry" TRY WhDyT’ 

TRAIN WORLD 

624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 

10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9am.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


TRUS EINGUNS SEVSD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 
Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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ACTION ON PRESERVED LINES 


Above: The cyclists listen to instructions at Leongatha before heading off along the rail trail to Koonwarra, 
Sun.7.6.98. (See page 254) Mark Plummer 


Below: The Light Railway Research Society’s special hauled by the Climax is seen crossing No. 8 bridge in the 
Wright Forest during a photorun and later after it arrived at Cockatoo. (See page 254) Photos Phil Richards 


ie — 


Available late 1998, 96 pages Ad landscape full colour $49.95 
from your local hobby shop or $50.00 post free anywhere. 
Train Hobby Publications Box 5005 Studfield Victoria 3152 (03) 9801 1210 


